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I. MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

Littleton, Colorado, a city with a population of 33,685 in 1990, is located about eight miles 
southwest of downtown Denver. The city traces its roots to agricultural settlements along 
the South Platte River by Richard S. Little and others in the 1860s. The 1867 erection of 
the Rough and Ready Flour Mill stimulated formation of a farm service center that was 
enhanced by the arrival of the Denver and Rio Grande railroad in 1871 and the Atchison, 
Topeka and Santa Fe a decade later. Incorporation of the town followed in 1890. Unlike 
other suburban areas, Littleton was adept at attracting early manufacturing enterprises to its 
borders, which resulted in the production of mining drills and compressors, canned 
vegetables, faun implements, cheese, butter and cream, motor vehicles, and fire 
extinguishers at various sites within the town. At the same time, Littleton continued to serve 
the surrounding community, which remained predominantly agricultural. The post World 
War II period brought enormous population growth and physical expansion to the city, as 
a new wave of large national defense oriented manufacturers established plants in and near 

Littleton. 

This survey report describes a historic buildings survey project undertaken in 1997 which 
documented and evaluated all buildings in Littleton's historic core for National Register of 
Historic Places eligibility. The study was undertaken by Front Range Research Associates, 
Inc., Denver, Colorado, for the City of Littleton. All buildings in the area between S. Santa 
Fe Drive and the railroad tracks and W. Belleview Avenue and W. Church Avenue were 
surveyed. The buildings were photographed, architectural descriptions were prepared, 
historical associations (significant owners and uses) were researched, and each building was 
evaluated for eligibility to the National Register. The location of any National Register 
eligible districts within the survey area was also addressed. The buildings were mapped 
using a geographic information system linked to a relational database. In addition, an 
historic context was developed for the survey area to place the resources in their context for 

evaluations of significance. 

The project recorded 285 buildings on Colorado Historical Society Historic Building 
Inventory Record forms. A potential National Register historic district containing thirty-
three buildings was identified in the 2200 through 2500 blocks of W. Main Street, as well 
as 5671 and 5711 South Nevada and 5686 South Sycamore Street. Nine individually eligible 
buildings were also identified: 2596 W. Alamo Ave. (Leach Residence); 2255 W. Berry 
Ave. (Geneva Home); 5801 S. Curtice St. (Coleman Motors Corporation); 2489 Main St. 
(Coors Building); 5503 S. Prince St. (Duncan Residence); 5718 Rapp St. (Weston Masonic 
Temple); 5777 S. Rapp St. (Little/Holmes Residence); 5798 S. Rapp St. (Columbine 
Mercantile Company); and 5401 S. Rio Grande St. (Denver and Rio Grande Railroad 

Depot). 
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A final task of the project will be the nomination of the identified historic district and one 
individual property to the National Register of Historic Places. The project was partially 
funded by a State Historical Fund grant award from the Colorado Historical Society. The 
Project Number is 97-01-082. 
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II. LNTRODUCTION 

Project Background and General Description 

Preservation issues concerning Littleton's historic core have been studied and discussed for 
more than two decades. Beginning in 1975, the Littleton Historical Museum sponsored a 
series of internships which resulted in the completion of studies on a variety of topics 

relating to the downtown area. 

The Second Century Fund (SCF) was created in 1991 with the vision of restoring Downtown 
Littleton, and began working with property owners to obtain local landmark status and apply 
for State Historical Fund grants for individual buildings. In 1992, Milly Roeder prepared 
a report on Main Street buildings for the SCF, City of Littleton Community Development, 
and the Littleton Historical Museum. That report found that the buildings on Main Street 
were not individually eligible to be local landmarks, but that the historic massing continues 
to be an asset to the city. The study examined buildings only in terms of local landmark 

eligibility. 

Discussion of preparing a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the downtown 
Littleton historic district began in 1994 with the preparation of the "Downtown Littleton 
Historic Preservation Projects" study prepared by Joe Racine. The report, finalized on 31 
January 1995, and funded by the SCF and a State Historical Fund grant, surveyed downtown 
properties, identified historic buildings, and discussed incentives for owners of such 

resources. 

In 1995-1996, the SCF and the Historic Downtown Littleton Merchants (HDLM) under the 
direction of Joe Racine, conducted a focus group study, consisting of public meetings, with 
a presentation on the economics of preservation. A National Register Survey and District 
project was one item of discussion, which was included in the final report with a strong 
recommendation. Over sixty business people, merchants, and property owners signed the 

report in support. 

At the same time, restoration projects on Main Street continued to be undertaken and brought 
more awareness about preservation, primarily through the efforts of the SCF and David 
Flaig. In 1996, Rick Cronenberger prepared a grant application for a survey and nomination 
project for the downtown area. He attended a number of meetings to inform local citizens 
about the project goals. In May 1997, the SCF sponsored a Renewal Dinner attended by 
over two hundred people. In May 1997, the Littleton City Council created an Historic 
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Preservation Board which will carry forward the preservation goals of the community: 

The data resulting from this survey will assist preservation planning within the city and will 
contribute to Littleton's on-going historic preservation efforts. The survey information will 
identify significant historic resources within the city and will provide one basis through 
which the citizens of Littleton are made aware of the city's history and architectural heritage. 

Partial funding for the survey was a State Historical Fund grant to the City of Littleton 
(number 97-01-82), administered by the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, 
Colorado Historical Society. The City of Littleton, the Littleton Second Century Fund, and 
the Friends of the Littleton Library and Museum provided matching funds and a city staff 
member supervised and coordinated the project. 

Survey Requirements 

The purpose of the 1997 survey of historic buildings in Littleton was to record and evaluate 
properties within the 1890 incorporated townsite boundaries, in an area which includes the 
city's historic business district, historic residential neighborhoods lying north and south of 
the commercial area, and an industrial area to the north. The survey area contains a 
diversity of single- and multi-family dwellings, commercial buildings, religious, 
governmental, educational, cultural, and industrial resources. The survey area was selected 
by the City because it is the most historic part of the city, with the largest concentration of 
historic buildings and is experiencing development pressures which could impact its historic 
qualities. 

Methodology 

The survey was conducted following the guidelines of the Colorado Historical Society Office 
of Archaeology and Historic Preservation publication Historic Survey Manual and How to 
Complete Colorado Cultural Resources Inventory Forms. Architectural classifications 
of buildings are based on the Society's 1983 publication A Guide to Colorado Architecture. 

Results 

A total of 285 resources were recorded within the survey area. Construction dates ranged 
from the early 1870s to the 1990s. The segment of Main Street extending from 2299 
through 2590 West Main Street was evaluated as an historic district potentially eligible to 
the National Register of Historic Places. 	Of the thirty-three resources within the 
recommended boundaries of the district, twenty-three were evaluated as contributing to the 

'The authors would like to thank Rick Cronenberger for providing much of the information used in this 
discussion of previous preservation efforts in Littleton. 
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character of the district. Nine buildings within the survey area were evaluated as 

individually eligible to the National Register.  

Recommendations 

If sufficient local interest exists, those resources evaluated as individually eligible to the 
National Register of Historic Places should be nominated. The identified historic district 
should also be nominated to the National Register. The City should continue to encourage 
citizens' interest in historic preservation and local history through programs, walking tours, 

and other educational efforts. 	Residents should be encouraged to donate relevant 

photographs, maps, and archival materials to the Littleton Historical Museum and grants 
should be pursued to aid in the indexing, organization, and preservation of such materials. 
The City should continue its program of recognizing local landmarks. Other historic 
neighborhoods within the city should be surveyed for significant resources in future years. 
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IV. PROJECT AREA AND PHYSICAL SETTING 

The intensive level 1997 historic buildings survey examined approximately 195 acres of 
urban land in the central part of Littleton, Colorado, and recorded a total of 285 resources. 
The contiguous survey area was hounded by Belleview Avenue on the north, the double 
railroad tracks on the east, Church Avenue on the south, and South Santa Fe Drive on the 
west. The old Arapahoe County courthouse, lying just east of this area at 2269 West 
Littleton Boulevard, was also recorded. All buildings within the specified boundaries, 
regardless of year of construction, were documented. 

The survey area is located in Sections 16 and 17, Township 3 South, Range 69 West, 6th 
Principal Meridian, City of Littleton, Arapahoe County, Colorado. Figure 1 shows the 
general location of the survey area within the city. Figure 2 identifies surveyed resources 
within the study area by street address number. 

Physical Setting 

Littleton is situated primarily in the western portion of Arapahoe County, although a small 
part of the southern portion of the city extends into Douglas County. The city covers 
approximately 12.7 square miles and extends generally from W. Belleview Avenue on the 
north to County Line Road on the south and from roughly Broadway on the east to the South 
Platte River and Sheridan Boulevard on the west. The city is bounded by Englewood, 
Denver, and Bow Mar on the north, Cherry Hills Village on the northeast, and populous 
residential areas of unincorporated Jefferson, Arapahoe, and Douglas counties on the west, 
east, and south, respectively. The rapidly growing Highlands Ranch community lies south 
of Littleton in Douglas County. Denver is located about eight miles northeast of the city. 

Topography within the survey area generally slopes from southeast to northwest, from about 
5,360 feet in elevation at the southeast edge of the city to roughly 5,320 feet along the 
northwest edge. The principal water feature in the survey area is the South Platte River, 
which flows northward just to the west of the survey area. Slaughterhouse Gulch and 
Little's Creek flow in a westerly direction across the survey area to the South Platte. The 
foothills of the Rocky Mountains rise to the west of the city. 

The original townsite of Littleton was platted in 1872. South of W. Berry Avenue streets 
generally follow a rectilinear alignment, although some streets (such as W. Alamo Avenue 
and S. Rapp Street) are slightly angled. Other streets (S. Rio Grande Street and S. Santa 
Fe Drive, for example) are aligned to follow major physiographic features, such as the 
double railroad tracks and the south Platte River. Odd numbered addresses are found on the 
west side of the street and even ones on the east side for north-south streets; for cross 
streets, odd numbers are on the north side and even numbers on the south side. 
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Figure 1. Location of Survey Area, Littleton Historic Buildings Survey, 
1997. SOURCE. Extract of U.S. Geological Survey, "Littleton, Colo.,” 
topographic quadrangle map (Reston, Virginia: U.S. Geological Survey, 1965, 
revised 1994). 
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Previously Recorded Resources 

Thirty-three resources within the survey area had been previously recorded (See Table 1). 
A survey of Main Street buildings performed in the early 1990s did not appear in the files 
of the Colorado Historical Society. The inventory forms prepared as part of that study were 
examined at the Littleton History Museum and provided limited architectural descriptions and 
historical backgrounds for the buildings recorded. Previously surveyed resources were re-
evaluated using current Historic Building Inventory Record forms with expanded research 
and architectural description sections. Scattered buildings in other parts of the survey area 
had also been previously surveyed. Resources were resurveyed on new survey forms but 
the state identification numbers originally assigned were carried over to the new forms. New 
state identification numbers for the survey included the range from 5AH1175 through 

5AH1426. 

The Littleton Town Hall (5AH161), 2450 W. Main St., is the only building in the survey 
area that has been individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The City 
of Littleton has an historic preservation ordinance which permits it to designate local 
landmarks. To date, ten buildings have been designated as local landmarks; eight of these 

resources are located within the survey area (See Table 2). 
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TABLE 1 

PREVIOUSLY SURVEYED HISTORIC RESOURCES 
LITTLETON, COLORADO, SURVEY AREA, 1997 
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State 
	 National 

Identification 
	 Register 

Number 
	Street Address 

	 Eligibility 

  

 

5AH178 	 2505 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH179 	 2526 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH175-D 	2546 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH181 	 2575 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH182 	 2596 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH183-D 	2636 W. Alamo Ave. 
5A1-1184-D 	2656 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH185 	 2675 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH186 	 2676 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH187 	 2677 W. Alamo Ave. 
5AH729 	 2305 W. Berry Ave. 	 Off. Det. 
5AH689 	 5639 S. Curtice St. 
5AH730 	 2069 W. Littleton Blvd. 
5AH161 	 2450 W. Main St. 	 Listed 
5AH234 	 2707 W. Main St. 
5AH200 	 5512 S. Nevada St. 
5A11192 	 5522 S. Nevada St. 
5AH199 	 5542 S. Nevada St. 
5AH205-* 	5602 S. Nevada St. 
5AH193 	 5621 S. Nevada St. 
5AH198 	 5531 S. Nevada St. 
5AH784 	 5800 S. Nevada St. 
5AH731 	 5862 S. Nevada St. 
5AH188 	 5503 S. Prince St. 
5AH189 	 5513 S. Prince St. 
5AH190 	 5523 S. Prince St. 
5AH191 	 5533 S. Prince St. 
5AH281 	 5753 S. Prince St. 
5AH783 	 5833 S. Prince St. 
5AH236 	 5728-38 S. Rapp St. 
5AH235 	 5777 S. Rapp St. 
5AH195 	 5798 S. Rapp St. 
5AI-1197 	 5807 S. Rapp St. 
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TABLE 1 (Con't.) 
PREVIOUSLY SURVEYED HISTORIC RESOURCES 

LITTLETON, COLORADO, SURVEY AREA, 1997 

State 
Identification 
Number 

5AH176 
5AH196 
5AH255.1 
5AH201-D 
5AH202 
5AH203-D 
5AH180 

Street Address 

National 
Register 
Eligibility 

5101 S. Rio Grande St. 
5878 S. Rapp St. 
5401 S. Rio Grande St. 
5515 S. Sycamore St. 
5525 S. Sycamore St. 
5536 S. Sycamore St. 
5566 S. Sycamore St. 

Off. Det. Elig. 

SOURCE: Colorado Historical Society, file search, 23 lune 1997, in the files of the 
Colorado Historical Society, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Denver, 
Colorado. An "NW indicates that the property is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places; a "D" indicates that it has been demolished; and an "*" indicates that the 
survey form reported that the house had been demolished when in fact it is presently 

standing. 
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TABLE 2 

DESIGNATED OR OFFICIALLY ELIGIBLE HISTORIC RESOURCES 
LITTLETON, COLORADO, SURVEY AREA, 1997 

Designation/ 
Eligibility 

Street Address Building Name 

2305 W. Berry Ave. 
2516 W. Main St. 
2450 W. Main St. 

2489 W. Main St. 
2569 W. Main St. 
2707 W. Main St. 
5503 S. Prince St. 
5798 S. Rapp St. 
5401 S. Rio Grande St. 

Geneva Home 
Two Potters 
Littleton Town Hall 

Coors Building 
Fritter's Cafe/Remember When Antiques 
Carnegie Library 
Duncan House 
Columbine Mercantile Co. 
Denver & Rio Grande Railroad Depot 

ODE 
Local, 5 
NR, 5AH161 
Local, 1 
Local, 6 
Local, 8 
Local, 2 
Local, 9 
Local, 7 
ODE 
Local, 4 

NOTE: "NR" indicates that the resource has been listed in the National Register of Historic Places, while 
"ODE" means that a resource has been officially determined eligible. "Local" means that the resource is a 
designated City of Littleton landmark Numbers following the eligibility status are state identification numbers 

or local landmark numbers. 

SOURCE: Colorado Historical Society, file search, 23 June 1997, in the files of the Colorado Historical 
Society, Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Denver, Colorado and City of Littleton, "Historic 
Landmarks," list. This list includes only those resources within the 1997 survey area. 
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V. METHODOLOGY 

This section describes the scope of work for the project, project participants, preliminary 
research, project field work, photography, mapping, sources for historical research, and the 

preparation of foul's and report. 

Scope of Work 

The 1997 Littleton Historic Buildings Survey called for an intensive level survey of all 
buildings within the survey area identified in Section IV. The buildings were to be 
described, photographed, and researched, with Colorado Historical Society Historic Building 
Inventory forms completed for each property. The survey forms were produced in a dBASE 
compatible format for subsequent use by the City of Littleton. The project also called for 
the completion of a USGS topographic map outlining the project area, a survey map showing 
the surveyed buildings' locations and the boundaries of any potential historic districts, and 
a final survey report explaining the survey findings and reviewing the general historical 
development of Littleton and the survey area. The evaluation of any potential National 
Register districts identified within the survey area was also to be addressed on the forms and 

summarized in the final report. 

Project Participants 

Front Range Research Associates, Inc., of Denver, Colorado, conducted the historic 
buildings survey for the City of Littleton. R. Laurie Simmons and Thomas H Simmons 
performed fieldwork, conducted historical research, prepared the survey forms and final 
report, and presented the survey findings to the Littleton Historic Preservation Board. Mr. 
Simmons also prepared the maps and graphics and developed the computer data base. 
Barbara Norgren, former National Register Coordinator for the Colorado Historical Society, 
performed fieldwork and wrote architectural descriptions of properties located between W. 
Crestline Avenue and W. Powers Avenue and assisted in identifying boundaries of the 
potential historic district. Roger Whitacre, Roger Whitacre Photography, photographed the 
historic resources. David Flaig of the City of Littleton coordinated and supervised the on- 

going project. 

Preliminary Research and Field Work 

Initial work on the project began in late May 1997. A total of 285 resources were recorded 
within the survey area. A file search at the Colorado Historical Society Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation completed on 2 June 1997 revealed that thirty-three 
buildings within the survey area had been recorded previously. Since most previously 
surveyed resources were recorded on older forms and/or lacked information required to meet 
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current standards (including historical background infounation or adequate architectural 
descriptions), new Historic Building Inventory Record forms were prepared. 

An intensive level field survey of the historic resources was conducted from June through 
September 1997. The field work included the examination of buildings for design elements, 
building materials, building conditions, plans, settings, landscape, and alterations. The 
location of each resource was verified on a base map. Neighborhood residents encountered 
or identified during the field work were interviewed for information about historic properties. 

Photography 

Photography was primarily completed in June 1997, with a black and white photograph 
prepared for each resource surveyed. Some additional photography was completed in 
September 1997. All prints were three-and-a-half by five inches and were produced on RC 
paper from thirty-five millimeter negatives. Photographs were identified with computer 
labels produced from the project database, indicating Smithsonian identification number, 
address, photographer, date, film roll and frame, camera direction, and location of negative. 
Negatives were placed in archival sheets and a photographic log (sorted by street address and 
by roll and frame number) was prepared. 

Mapping 

An annotated USGS map and project maps of the survey area were prepared for the project. 
The extent of the surveyed area was drawn on the USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map 
covering the survey area: "Littleton, Colo.," dated 1965, revised 1994. The acreage of the 
survey area was manually computed from the USGS map. Report and analytical maps of 
the survey area were produced using ArcView, a microcomputer geographic information 
system. An extract of the City of Littleton's AutoCAD database, which included street 
rights-of- way, lots, water features, and railroads, was provided by the Engineering 
Department. A digital aerial photographic was obtained of the project area and used to 
digitize building outlines; it was also used to align the CAD linework (which was not 
geographically referenced) with the building outlines. The project database was then linked 
to the building outline layer in the GIS system for the creation of various analytical and 

report maps. 

Historical Research 

Historical research provided essential information regarding individual resources and the 
development of the area as a whole. Information was obtained from public agencies and 
institutions as well as citizens of Littleton. General research materials about the survey area, 
including primary and secondary sources, were reviewed for background and site specific 
information. In Littleton, this research included the use of: the biographical and subject 
files, historic photographs, index cards, directories, maps, and other materials of the 
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Littleton History Museum and the clipping files, newspapers, and books at the Bemis Public 
Library. The Community Development Department provided a map and table showing 
municipal annexations, as well as copies of subdivision plats and other historic maps. An 

effort was made to find early Littleton building pet 	nits, but no such records were available. 

In Denver, the resources of the Colorado Historical Society were examined, including 
previous survey forms, reports, and National Register nominations from the Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation and historic photographic and other research materials 
in the Stephen Hart Library; and the maps, photographs, clippings, newspaper indexes, 
manuscript Census returns, and publications in the Western History Department of the 
Denver Public Library were utilized. Copies of Sanborn fire insurance maps were obtained 
from the Western Historical Collections of the University of Colorado (Norlin Library) in 

Boulder and the Denver Public Library. 

Published histories provided background information about the development of Littleton, as 
well as facts about significant individuals, buildings, and events. Robert J. McQuarie and 

C.W. Buchholtz' Littleton, Colorado, Settlement to Centennial (1990) is the only book-

length general history of the city; the work draws heavily on the photographic collection and 
other holdings of the Littleton Historical Museum. Houstoun Waring's Hous's Littleton 

(1981) is a compilation of selected columns written by the award-winning journalist over the 
span of his lengthy career. The anniversary editions published by the Littleton Independent 

(particularly the 1938 and 1948 editions) were very useful in determining historical 
associations for various properties. The Littleton Area Historical Museum's Littleton's 

Yesterday (1971) is a pictorial work which presents many fine historic images from the 
museum's large photographic collection illustrating various aspects of the town's history. 

Dave Hick's Littleton from the Beginning (1975) is an early, short work on the history of 

the town. 

More general works with information about Littleton included Stephen J. Leonard and 

Thomas J. Noel's Denver: Mining Camp to Metropolis (1990), which helped place the city 

within the Denver metropolitan regional context. Noel's Colorado Catholicism and the 

Archdiocese of Denver, 1857-1989 (1989) was also examined for information about St. 

Mary's parish. Several books covering Colorado railroads were utilized to assess their 

impact on Littleton. 

Construction dates of historic buildings were determined from Arapahoe County Assessor 
information, Sanborn maps of the city, city directories, historic photographs of the city, 
newspaper accounts, field examination of materials, styles, and architectural features, 
personal interviews, and other sources. Construction dates from Assessor's records proved 
unreliable in many cases and estimated dates of construction were produced from the other 
sources listed. Sanborn map coverage was incomplete for portions of the survey area. 

Sanborn maps of 1914, 1921, 1932, and 1949 covered an area lying between the S. Rapp 
Street on the west to S. Sycamore St. on the east and from W. Berry Ave. on the north to 

Historic Buildings Survey, Littleton Townsite of 1890 	
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W. Church Avenue on the south. The north-south coverage of the 1893, 1900, and 1908 
Sanborn was smaller, extending from W. Powers Avenue on the north to Little's Creek on 
the south. The first Sanborn map to label buildings with actual house numbers was that of 

1914. 

Research into the historical associations of surveyed properties was complicated by changes 
in house numbers assigned to buildings, incomplete Sanborn map coverage, and an absence 
of early and continuous city directory coverage for Littleton. Several streets changed names 
over time. House numbers used in the 1905 city directory are different from those used in 
the 1914-60 period and, in 1961, the city adopted the Denver metropolitan grid system for 
street names and numbering. Buildings on Main Street had at least one additional numbering 

change. 

The earliest city directory with specific addresses for buildings in Littleton which exists is 
that of 1905. Earlier State Business Directories do not provide street numbers and 
addresses, nor do they include information on residents. City directory publication was not 
continuous, with gaps in coverage in the 1910s, 1920s, and early 1940s. Information on 
historic residents and historic uses of buildings within the survey area was collected from 
city directories for 1932, 1939, 1948, 1951, 1953, 1955, 1959, and 1961. Manuscript 
returns from the 1920 U.S. Census were also consulted. Although somewhat illegible in 
cases, they contained the same street name and numbering system used in 1930s-era 
directories and provided valuable information about residential areas. Current information 
on ownership was determined from Arapahoe County Assessor data. 

Preparation of Forms and Report 

After completion of the field survey, Colorado Historical Society Historic Building Inventory 
Forms were prepared, using a forms generation package linked to a database. The task 
required developing a form template in the package which replicated the appearance of the 
state form and creating a database structure conforming to other project needs. The database 
was used for forms completion and printing, photographic labels, and analytical sorts, 
listings, and queries. Sorted ASCII file extracts of the database were exported for use in a 
word processing program as an appendix to the survey report. The City of Littleton 
acquired information from the county Assessor's files and provided it to the consultant on 
diskette. After merging various files, the information was loaded into the database without 
rekeying. Items obtained in machine-readable form included current owner name and 
address, year built, square footage, and schedule number. 

The Colorado Historical Society provided a Smithsonian identification number for each 
property, which is included on forms, photographs, and the project maps. Identification 
numbers were assigned in address order and spanned the range from 5AH1175 to 5AH1426, 
inclusive. The styles assigned to each building are those accepted by the Colorado Historical 
Society and are discussed in the booklet A Guide to Colorado Architecture published by 
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that organization. Survey photographs were labeled and attached to forms utilizing acid-free 
envelopes. Building outlines were drawn on final forms using building footprint information 
from the digital aerial photograph described earlier. 

All of these survey products, together with the final report, were submitted to the City of 
Littleton and the Colorado Historical Society State Historic Preservation Office. The 
Colorado Historical Society transfers the information generated on the inventory forms into 
its state-wide data base and houses an original copy of the forms, report, and project maps. 
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VI. RESEARCH DESIGN 

The objective of a survey of historic resources is the documentation of the identified 
properties and their evaluation for eligibility to the National Register of Historic Places. The 
purpose of a research design is to provide direction for fields of research and for the 
interpretation and evaluation of the resources identified.  

Littleton is situated within the Colorado Plains culture area, as defined by the Colorado 
Historical Society Resources Planning Protection Process (RP3). Colorado RP3 provides a 
framework to identify and record historic resources of the state and direction to analyze the 
significance and preservation of resources. Historic resources for this region have been 
documented in an RP3 report by Steven F. Mehls, Colorado Plains Historic Context 
(1984). That report identifies a series of sequential themes based on socioeconomic periods 
of development. Themes applicable to the study area are "Rail Towns, 1870-1920" and 
"Town Form, Early Auto Era, 1910-1945." Another more comprehensive context for 
Littleton is provided by David R. Hill's Colorado Urbanization and Planning Context 
(1984). 

Research questions concern the number, nature, and integrity of existing historic resources 
associated with the development of the study area. Primary questions about the resources 
include the ability of existing properties to provide information about the lifestyles and 
heritage of citizens; the economic, social, educational, spiritual, and civic activities of the 
residents; and the ways in which this portion of the city reflects the plans of developers and 
the influence of economic conditions and local, state, and national movements. The varieties 
of architectural styles and construction materials, the quality of craftsmanship reflected, and 
examples of the work of architects and builders within the area are significant questions. 
The cohesiveness of the area as a whole or subgroups of blocks as potential historic districts 
representative of periods of development, historical themes, and/or stylistic examples is to 
be examined. The influence of the natural landscape and local building materials on 
construction is another topic for inquiry. The impact on the area of continuing infill 
development over time, the creation of surface parking lots, and the removal of residential 
stock is another area of research. 

Based on the results of the file search, other preliminary historical research, and the 
surveyors' familiarity with the area, it was expected that the survey area would contain a 
mixture of buildings with primarily residential, commercial, and some industrial functions. 
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VII HISTORIC CONTEXT 

People in this community see historic preservation not only as a means of 
saving buildings, but of identifying and holding a sense of place. 

--Robert McQuarie, 1978' 

Agricultural Settlement, 1859-1871 

The discovery of gold in California in 1848 initiated a westward migration of miners seeking 
the elusive metal. Following the California strikes, prospectors fanned out across the West 
in an intensive hunt for gold, entering areas they felt most likely to contain the ore. In 
1858, William Green Russell led a prospecting party of Georgians to the Pike's Peak region 
and followed the South Platte River to its confluence with Dry Creek, a few miles north of 
present-day Littleton, where a small amount of gold was found. The discovery drew 
thousands to Colorado in 1859 but relatively few gained great riches from mining. Some 
of the unsuccessful argonauts saw the agricultural potential of the territory and the expanding 
market for crops represented by the mining camps.' One of the earliest settlers in the 
vicinity of present-day Littleton was John McBroom, who began fanning near the confluence 
of the South Platte and Bear Creek in 1859. The McBroom Ditch of 1861 was one of the 
early efforts at irrigation in the area.' 

Richard S. Little, for whom Littleton is named, came to the Denver area in 1860 to apply 
his engineering expertise to problems encountered in the construction of City Ditch. Little 
was born in Grafton, New Hampshire, in 1829, grew up in Nashua, and attended the 
University of Vermont. Little and his wife, Angeline, were both afflicted with asthma, and 
the dry, clear air of Colorado lured them to move permanently to the area. The Littles 
homesteaded on that part of present-day Littleton lying between the railroad tracks and the 
South Platte River and purchased other lands.5  

The erection of the Rough and Ready Mill in 1867 was perhaps the pivotal event that shaped 
the subsequent history of Littleton (see cover illustration). The mill was the vicinity's first 
manufacturing enterprise and provided the nucleus for the growth of Littleton into a service 

'Rocky Mountain News, 21 October 1978. 
'Rodman Paul, Mining Frontiers of the Far West, 1848-1880 (Chicago: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 

1963) and Leroy R. Hafen, "Cherokee Goldseekers in Colorado, 1849-50," Colorado Magazine 150938):101- 

09. 
'Laurence W. Steele, The Roots of Prosperity: Littleton in the 1860s (Littleton: Littleton Historical 

Museum, 1981), 4 and 25. 
'Edwin A. Bemis, "Frontier Littleton: A Dramatic Town Since 1862," Brand Book of the Denver 

Westerners (Denver: The Westerners, Inc., 1965), 28, 34, and 35. 
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Figure 3. Richard S. Little was a New Hampshire civil 
engineer who platted Littleton in 1872. SOURCE: Littleton 
Independent, 22 July 1938. 

center for the surrounding agricultural area. The Rough and Ready provided the rationale 
for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad designating Littleton as a stopping point, shipping 
site, and location for a depot. Historian W.H. Vickers wrote that the "mill did a good 
business from the first, being well supplied with excellent grain from its own immediate 
neighborhood, which is one of the wheat gardens of Colorado:" 

John G. Lilley and Richard Little were the driving forces behind the building of the Rough 
and Ready Mill. Other major investors included L.A. Cole and Jesse Estabrook. Rapp 
Street resident Edward Montgomery was sent to St. Louis to bring the mill machinery across 
the plains by wagon. The mill was powered by means of a mill race that diverted water 

6W. H. Vickers, History of the City of Denver, Arapahoe County, and Colorado (Chicago: O.L. Baskin 
and Co., 1880), 180. 

Historic Buildings Survey, Littleton Townsite of 1890 	 Page 21 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

upstream from the South Platte. 

There was a sufficient density of settlement in the Littleton area by 1864 to support the 
establishment of a school. In 1869, the Rocky Mountain News asserted that "the Platte 
Valley is not surpassed in Colorado either for variety or richness of soil, or for the extent 
and excellence of its improvements." Wheat, barley, oats, and vegetables were among the 

crops produced.' 

The area's first community gathering places were the Bell House Hotel (later the Harwood 
Inn) and the J.D. Hill general store. When Littleton was formally recognized for mail 
delivery on 8 April 1869, the post office was initially located in the hotel but moved a few 
years later (1872) to the general store.' 

The organization of the narrow gauge Denver and Rio Grande Railroad in 1870 had a 
significant impact on Littleton. Rio Grande founder General William Jackson Palmer 
planned for the railroad to link Denver with El Paso, Texas, with connections southward into 
Mexico. While the D&RG only reached southward as far as northern New Mexico, the 
railroad turned westward and extended its tracks to the rich mining camps of the Colorado 
mountains, such as Leadville, Gunnison, and Aspen. The railroad was an important force 
in the economic and physical development of late nineteenth century Colorado. Tracklaying 
was completed through the Littleton area by 1871 and regular train service between Denver 
and Colorado Springs began in January 1872. A frame depot was first erected by the D&RG 
at Littleton, followed by the existing stone depot in about 1875.9  

Community Platting and Early Development, 1872-1904 

Littleton's location on the main line of a major railroad greatly improved its accessibility and 
may have provided the impetus for Richard S. Little's creation of the Littleton townsite. On 
3 June 1872, Little filed a plat for "Littleton," consisting of that portion of the east half of 
the southeast quarter of Section 17, Township 5 South, Range 68 West, lying east of the 
South Platte River and the Rough and Ready Mill race. The plat identified eighteen 

'McQuarie and Buchholtz, 9. 
'William H. Bauer, et al, Colorado Post offices, 1859-1989 (Golden, Colorado: Colorado Railroad 

Museum, 1990), 89. 
'Robert G. Atheam, The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad: Rebel of the Rockies (Lincoln, Nebraska: 

University of Nebraska Press, 1962; 1977 printing) and 0. Meredith Wilson, The Denver and Rio Grande 
Project, 1870-1901, A History of the First Thirty Years of the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad (Salt Lake 
City, Utah: Howe Brothers, 1982). There is some question concerning the depot's year of construction, with 
figures ranging from the early 1870s to 1884. A 1983 historic structure report for the depot concluded that 
1875 was the most probable date. See Community Services Collaborative, "Historic Structure Report for 
Littleton Denver and Rio Grande Depot, Littleton, Colorado" (Boulder, Colorado: Community Services 
Collaborative, 1983), 2. 
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numbered blocks with lots of varying dimensions and alignments.' 

Figure 4. This 1872 plat of Littleton shows the mill race leading to the 
Rough and Ready Mill on the east bank of the South Platte River. North is 
to the left. SOURCE: McQuarie and Buchholtz, 26. 

The arrival of the railroad and the town platting did not appear to immediately stimulate the 
growth of Littleton. The State Business Directory of 1877 listed just four businesses at 
Littleton that year: the Little, Lilley, and Co. Flouring Mill; Hill and Brother General 
Merchandise; the Bell House (hotel); and a restaurant operated by David Powers. The 
Rough and Ready Mill suffered two fires in the 1870s, but was rebuilt after each one. 
Jerome Smiley described Littleton as "a mere hamlet" by the late 18705.11  

I'McQuarie and Buchholtz, 26. 
"Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver (Denver: Times-Sun Publishing Co., 1901, reprinted Denver: Old 

Americana Publishing Co., 1978), 795. 
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In 1873, the Colorado Central Railroad began grading an eighteen-mile cutoff between 
Golden and a point near Littleton on the D&RG line. The move was calculated to bypass 
and isolate Denver while enhancing the attractiveness of the Colorado Central's base in 
Golden. The Panic of 1873 put an end to the project, which was never resumed. Had the 
plan been carried through, railroading could have had a considerably expanded role in 

Littleton' s history .12 

By 1880, W.H. Vickers saw Littleton as a likely location for capturing spillover population 

growth from Denver: 

Although Denver stands in no immediate need of a suburb to live in, the time 
will come, no doubt, when Littleton's wealth and population will be swelled 
by the overflow of Denver, and no more charming country village can be 
found in Colorado then cozy Littleton, nestled in its groves of trees like any 

old New England Village.' 

Transportation access to the town was further improved in 1881, when the D&RG added a 
third rail to the line between Denver and Pueblo, thus permitting standard gauge equipment 
to travel over the route. The standard gauge Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway 
(AT&SF) operated its trains over the upgraded line beginning in 1881. The Santa Fe had 
been chartered in 1859 to provide service between Kansas cities, but the railroad had grown 
beyond its Midwest roots to reach the Gulf and West coasts. By the early 1880s, Littleton 

was served by two major railroads.' 

Longtime Littleton resident Fred A. Bemis drew a map from memory of the layout and 
buildings of Littleton when he first arrived in town in 1883. Despite the presence of the 
railroad at the east end of the settlement, the most intensive development remained in the 
western area, in the vicinity of Rapp and Main streets near the Rough and Ready Mill. The 
western portion of the community remained the commercial focus of Littleton at that time. 
The 1881 State Business Directory had shown little growth in the town's business sector 
over the 1870s. Five listings were provided in 1881 for Littleton: Little, Lilley, and 
Company flour mill; Fred Comstock, blacksmith; George H. Higgins, general merchandise; 
F.W. Schroeder, saloon; and H. Jackman, hotel.' 

In 1884, the Colorado Live Stock Record characterized the community as "a pleasant 
village of several years growth,... The location of Littleton, in the midst of a large area of 

"Smiley, 597. 
"Vickers, 180. See also, Rocky Mountain News, 20 October 1880, 2. 
"Keith L. Bryant, History of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway (Lincoln, Nebraska: University 

of Nebraska Press, 1974), xvi-xvii and 140-42. 
"Littleton Independent, Sixtieth Anniversary Edition, 1888-1948 (Littleton: Littleton Independent, 20 

August 1948) and State Business Directory (1881). 
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agricultural and grazing country, makes it an excellent business point; the climate and 
surroundings attract invalids from the city, and the scenery is varied and attractive." George 
A. Crofutt in his Grip-Sack Guide to Colorado described Littleton in 1885 as 

a place of some pretensions, sitting astride the Platte River with a railroad 
station on each side. It aspires to become a suburban home for business men 
of Denver, and it could certainly be made a very beautiful place, as it has 
many natural advantages.' 

The population of the area was estimated at four hundred, most of whom were engaged in 
ranching, stockraising, and truck farming. 

The economic tempo of the town appears to have accelerated considerably in the middle to 
late 1880s. A sign of increasing prosperity was Richard Little's construction of an 
impressive stone residence on S. Rapp Street. Little commissioned prominent Denver 
architect Robert S. Roeschlaub to design his new dwelling in 1884. Roeschlaub was one of 
the finest architects in the Denver metropolitan area during the nineteenth century, designing 
many schools, churches, and business blocks. Among the buildings designed by Roeschlaub 
in Colorado are the Central City Opera House, Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Denver, Dora Moore School in Denver, buildings at the University of Denver, and the 
William Hamill House in Georgetown. A recent study of Roeschlaub's work concluded that 
"his architecture was very much in the foreground of the cities of the emerging West. "17  

Other development in the 1880s included the establishment of Littleton Creamery by J.D. 
Hill and I.S. Morse in 1884. By 1888, the Creamery was processing milk from a thousand 
dairy cows and shipping cream and butter to Denver. In 1885-86, the O.G. Hill Drug Store 
was established, north of the J.D. Hill general store, on the site of today's Masonic Temple 
at 5718 S. Rapp St. An historic photograph indicates that the drug store carried a wide 
variety of merchandise, including drugs, paint, brushes, and window glass. The Santa Fe 
Railway constructed its own standard gauge track from Pueblo to Denver in 1887, resulting 
in two separate tracks through Littleton. The State Business Directory for 1889 showed a 
quadrupling of listings over 1881. In addition to the flour mill and the creamery, the 1889 
directory listed a hotel, two general merchandise stores, two meat markets, one drug store, 
two doctors, two churches (Episcopal and Presbyterian), two blacksmiths, and two artesian 
well contractors. The implementation of suburban train service to and from Denver on the 
"Uncle Sam" served to further enhance the attractiveness of Littleton as a suburban 
residential location. 

'Colorado Live Stock Record, 27 September 1884, 6 and George A. Crofutt, Crofutt's Grip-Sack Guide 
to Colorado (Omaha, Nebraska: The Overland Publishing Co., 1885), 51 and 115. 

"Francine Haber, Kenneth R. Fuller, and David N. Wetzel, Roeschlaub: Robert S. Roeschlaub, 
Architect of the Emerging West (Denver: Colorado Historical Society, 1988), 145. 
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Figure 5. Peabody's Addition was the focus of this 1888 map of Littleton but 
it also shows the general layout of the town, the railroads, and City Ditch. 
SOURCE: D.G. Peabody and Co., "Map of Littleton Showing Peabody's 
Addition," 1888, in the files of the Denver Public Library, Western History 

Department. 
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The late 1880s and early 1890s saw the emergence of a relatively large number and variety 
of industrial enterprises within Littleton. When the Keys Corn Harvester Company 
announced in late 1889 that it would build an agricultural implements plant in the town, the 
Littleton Gazette crowed: "Littleton 'Bobs Up Serenely' and Nips the Manufacturing Plum." 
The town's diverse industrial sector at the end of the nineteenth century included: the Merry 
Canning factory, which canned local vegetables and packed pickles; a brick cheese factory; 
a steam laundry; Henry Knight's apiary supply business, which manufactured beekeeping 
supplies and equipment; and Steme's Vacuo-Process Extracts for flavoring foods. Many of 
the early industries drew upon the agricultural setting of the Littleton area." 

Tourism also comprised an important segment of the local economy in the late nineteenth 
century. Littleton was a popular spot with Denver area wheelmen (bicyclists). By 1892, 
fifty to seventy-five bicyclists would ride out from Denver and stop at the Harwood Inn on 
weekends. By 1898, the Littleton Cycle Path Association was working with Denver cyclists 
to build a bicycle path along the length of the City Ditch to Littleton.' 

A move to incorporate Littleton as a town was undertaken in 1890. The previous year an 
area on the west bank of the river had incorporated as Wynetka; the short-lived town was 
dissolved in 1892. The area within the proposed Town of Littleton included portions of 
Sections 16, 17, 20, and 21 lying east of the South Platte River, and encompassed about 767 
acres. In the ensuing election on 8 March 1890, the support of the Littleton electorate was 
nearly unanimous: eighty-six to three in favor of incorporation. Frank S. Gilmore, a realtor, 
was chosen the town's first mayor." 

Spurred on by the town motto of "onward and upward," the new town board dealt with such 
municipal improvements as water pipes and the installation of sidewalks In 1895, the town 
board voted to create Rio Grande Park, a small irregularly shaped plot of land lying 
southeast of the Rio Grande depot between Main and Alamo streets. In 1898, an $8,500 
bond issue was approved by voters for installation of a water supply system for the town. 
In one item of interest to future historical researchers, the Littleton Independent suggested 
in 1892 that "it might be feasible to adopt some system for numbering the houses. It would 
seem that a town of the importance of Littleton ought not to neglect this matter."' 

The town had been incorporated too late in 1890 for a population number to be produced 
from the Census of that year. In 1900 the U.S. Census reported a total population of 738 
for Littleton. Subsequent Census enumerations have shown population increases for each 

'Littleton Gazette, 25 April 1890 and Littleton Independent, 1 August 1891, 24 June 1898; and 25 
October 1963. 

"Littleton Independent, 22 July 1938. 
'Littleton Gazette, 14 February 1890; Littleton Independent, 21 August 1975; and McQuarie and 

Buchholtz, 38. 
"Littleton Independent, 16 January 1892, 4 and 21 August 1975. 
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decade from 1910 through 1990. 

The telephone came to Littleton in 1902 with an exchange installed above Thompson's Drug 
Store on Main Street. In 1903, an electric light plant was built and the town was lighted. 
The Arapahoe Electric Light and Power Company installed the plant in a building at the 
southwest corner of S. Nevada and Low streets. Nelson Rhodes, Jr., was president of the 
firm and A.C. Reynolds was vice-president.' 

The approval of the Rush Amendment to the Colorado constitution in 1902, which created 
the City and County of Denver, had profound consequences for Littleton. The portions of 
Arapahoe County lying outside of Denver were divided into two counties by the state 
legislature: Adams and South Arapahoe. The name of the latter was later changed to simply 
Arapahoe and included that portion of the original Arapahoe County lying outside of Denver 
and south of Colfax Avenue. The legislature designated Littleton as the interim county seat 
until a permanent site could be chosen in the 1904 election. 

Littleton was the oldest and most populous municipality in Arapahoe County in 1904. The 
contest for the county seat pitted Littleton against Englewood, its neighbor to the north. 
Littleton produced a booster publication which extolled its virtues, listed its business houses, 
and argued why it was the most appropriate choice. One argument advanced against 
Englewood was its proximity to Denver; any erection of county buildings there would be in 
peril of future annexation into Denver. The November election was an easy victory for 
Littleton, which handily out-polled Englewood by 1,309 to 822.23  

Littleton as County Seat and Its Growth in the Early Twentieth Century, 1904 45 

The size and importance of Littleton's industrial establishments grew in the first half of the 
twentieth century. The Leyner Engineering Company of Denver began looking for a location 
for expanding its operations in 1902. In 1904-05, Leyner erected a complex of buildings on 
the west side of Rio Grande Street near the railroad line. Leyner produced drills and 
compressors used in mining. While manufacturing was growing in importance, agriculture 
still remained the bulwark of the area's economy. In 1906, Columbine Grange Number 153 
of the Patrons of Husbandry was organized in Littleton. Grange members purchased 
insurance through the association and participated in quantity buying of agricultural supplies 
to cut expenses. By 1920, the Columbine Grange was the largest chapter in the state with 
more than four hundred members.' 

'Littleton Independent, 7 August 1903. 
'Henry Kraft, Arapahoe County, Colorado and Littleton Its County Seat (Littleton: Independent 

Printers, 1904) and Littleton Independent, 22 July 1938. 
'Colorado State Grange, Colorado State Grange History (Westminster, Colorado: North Suburban 

Publishing., 1975), 133. 
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Figure 6. This busy street scene west down Main Street was taken in 1909 
and shows the streetcar to Englewood and the Coors Building to its right. 
SOURCE: Littleton Historical Museum, "A Walk Down Main Street." 

As soon as Littleton attained its goal of becoming county seat, local residents began to 
clamor for the erection of a suitable courthouse. In 1907-08, a county courthouse was 
constructed on the east side of the railroad tracks at 2069 W. Littleton Boulevard. The site 
was higher in elevation than the commercial area of town and was aligned on the Main Street 
axis. The Classical/Mission Revival style building designed by Denver architect John J. 
Huddart became a prominent visual landmark looking eastward from the Main Street 
commercial area. The inspiring view westward from the courthouse steps looked down the 
length of Main Street to the foothills and mountains beyond. 

Littleton's selection as the county seat of Arapahoe County ensured it would enjoy certain 
economic advantages over the other municipalities of the county. County seats generally 
tend to attract ancillary employment to the business of operating the county government and 
its courts. Such services include legal, financial, and real estate firms, abstract and title 
companies, and related enterprises. The mere presence of a concentration of county 
employees plus extra numbers of people drawn for court sessions benefits the surrounding 
retail, service, and lodging businesses of the county seat. 

The streetcar arrived in Littleton in 1907 by means of the Denver and South Platte Railway. 
The electric line extended 4.2 miles southward from Broadway and Hampden in Englewood 
(where the tracks of the Denver Tramway ended) down Broadway to Belleview. Turning 
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west, the line approached Littleton from Slaughterhouse Gulch and Prince Street to Main. 
The route proceeded west on Main to a turnaround at Main and Rapp. Full service was in 
place by 10 November 1907. The following year the line was extended 0.8 miles over the 
South Platte River at Bowles to Bowles Park, a popular area for picnics./5  

The town's population nearly doubled during the first decade of the twentieth century, rising 
from 738 in 1900 to 1,373 in 1910. The initial state highway plan of the late 1910s had 
placed Littleton on the North-South Highway through the state. This route linked Denver 
to Colorado Springs and the other major cities of the Front Range. Main Street in Littleton 
was paved in 1917. When the federal highway system was designated in the mid-1920s, the 
highway through Littleton became part of U.S. Highway 85. The highway initially 
meandered through Littleton, entering the town from the north along Rio Grande Street and 
turning west on Berry and south on Prince to Main Street. The route exited Littleton via 
Main Street and Rapp. 

James E. Maloney was mayor of Littleton for much of the 1910s, serving from 1910-12 and 
1913-19. According to Houstoun Waring, the mayoral salary was $6.25 per month plus a 
free telephone on which to receive citizen complaints. A native of Brooklyn, Maloney was 
educated at Cooper Union Technical Institute and worked as a civil engineer in New York 
and New Jersey before coming to Colorado in 1899. He worked for the Denver Union 
Water Company on Cheesman Dam and other South Platte facilities before joining the 
fledgling Colorado Highway Depat 	hnent in 1910. In that position, Maloney oversaw 
construction projects, including the building of a 16-foot wide concrete highway linking 
Denver and Littleton.' 

The extent of Littleton's physical development is illustrated by a 1912 water supply map of 
the town, which shows building outlines by lot. The commercial core of the town is well-
defined along Main Street between Curtice Street on the west and Sycamore (Harrison) Street 
on the east, with a street-wall of buildings in place for most of that segment. The blocks 
north of Main Street and south of Berry Avenue comprised the most intensively developed 
residential area within the town. Residential clusterings were also found along Alamo 
(Malinda) between Curtice and Nevada streets and in the southern parts of the blocks lying 
just north of Church Avenue. Scattered dwellings were also present along Rapp Street and 
south and east of the Courthouse.' 

'Ken Fletcher, Centennial State Trolleys (Golden, Colorado: Colorado Railroad Historical Foundation, 
1995), 123-26 and Tivis Wilkins, Colorado Railroads: Chronological Development (Boulder, Colorado: 
Pruett Publishing Co., 1974), 169. 

'Littleton Independent, 20 February 1986 and Littleton Historical Museum files. 
"Town of Littleton, "Map of Water Supply for the Town of Littleton" (Littleton: Water Commission, 

September 1912). 
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Figure 7. The Littleton Water Commission produced this 1912 map of the 
water supply system, which also shows the status of the town's physical 
development by depicting building outlines. SOURCE: Littleton Historical 
Museum. 

The late 1910s and early 1920s saw the emergence of what would become the Coleman 
Motors Corporation. Automotive designer Harleigh Holmes provided the technical design 
expertise to develop a four-wheel-drive vehicle and produced a prototype in Littleton. The 
capital to launch full-scale production of the enterprise came from A.E. Coleman, a wealthy 
miner, for whom the Coleman Motors Corporation was named in 1924. The company 
produced a variety of trucks and specialty vehicles in several large facilities in Littleton and 
was the town's largest employer for many years.' 

The Littleton High School was completed in 1920 on the higher land lying east of the 
railroad tracks. The large, two-story brick building was described as "not only a high class, 
modem school but also a community center." The Rocky Mountain News praised the sites 

'Denver Post, 23 March 1987 and Littleton Independent, 13 February 1987. 
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I 
of the new school and the courthouse: "The courthouse dominates the town. The high school 
dominates the whole valley. Looking out across the trees and housetops of Littleton, is one 
of the finest panoramic views of the Rockies to be seen in Colorado." Lower grades 
continued in the older Rapp Street School at the corner of Church Avenue.' 

I 

I 

I 

By 1920, the town's population had risen to 1,636, a 19 percent - (263 person) increase over 
1910. A 1921 Rocky Mountain News article noted that the area had drawn Denver families 
to permanently settle there, remarking that Littleton was "far enough from city bustle and 
noise to be comfortable, and close enough to the larger city to have all the advantages the 
larger city offers."30  

Littleton gained a number of significant structures during the first two decades of the 
twentieth century that contributed to its architectural fabric. The town erected a public 
library, a new town hall, a new motion picture theater, and a Masonic Temple. In many 
cases, the new buildings replaced older structures which were moved or razed to make way 
for the new construction. 

The town acquired a Carnegie Public Library in 1916 when the Carnegie Foundation 
provided an $8,000 grant to Littleton. Carnegie endowments permitted construction of more 
than a thousand public libraries nationally. Littleton resident Jules Jacques Benoit (J.J.B.) 
Benedict designed the building. The library comprised the western termination of the Main 
Street axis through downtown and provided a fitting counterpoint to the courthouse at the 
eastern end. 

Benedict also designed the Littleton Town Hall of 1920 at 2450 W. Main Street. The 
$24,725 building housed town government offices as well as fire department equipment. 
One national planning publication described the Littleton Town Hall as "the finest town hall 
for a small American town." The striking facade was composed of terra cotta blocks and 
included columbine ornamentation installed by workmen from the Denver Terra Cotta 
Company.' 

Architect Benedict had studied at the Ecole de Beaux-Arts in Paris and worked in Chicago 
and New York before coming to the Denver area in 1909 to establish his own firm. He also 
designed the Littleton Presbyterian Church on W. Littleton Boulevard in 1930, as well as 
many other notable buildings in Denver and Colorado, including the Central Savings Bank, 
St. Malo Chapel, Holy Ghost Catholic Church, Woodbury Branch Library, and the chapel 

'Rocky Mountain News, 9 October 1921 and McQuarie and Buchholtz, 69. 
'Rocky Mountain News, 9 October 1921. 
"Houstoun Waring, Hous's Littleton (Littleton: Littleton Independent, 1981), 16; "Littleton Town Hall," 

National Register of Historic Places nomination, 5AH161, 27 February 1980; and Carolyn K. Keller, 
"Exploring Architecture in Arapahoe County, Colorado: 1860-1995," Master's thesis, University of Colorado 
at Denver, Denver, Colorado, 1993. 
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and restaurants vied for drive-by trade. As early as 1921, the Rocky Mountain News 
observed that Littleton "sees more automobiles go by in a day than any other town of its size 
in Colorado. It is so close to the state's capital, the roads are such an inducement and the 
surroundings so prosperous and picturesque that it has long been a favorite mecca for 
automobiles."' Improved roads and the greater numbers of households with automobiles 
solidified Littleton's role as a farm service center. Saturday nights in the late 1920s found 
Main Street packed with fanners and shoppers.' 

The Denver and South Platte streetcar line was abandoned in 1926. Already well-served by 
suburban trains of the D&RG and Santa Fe, the streetcar appears to have been less important 
to Littleton than to other Denver suburbs. The rise of the automobile and the inconvenience 
of switching to the Denver Tramway line in Englewood were probably other factors in its 
demise. 

A resurgent Ku Klux Klan gained membership and political power for a brief period in 
Colorado during the 1920s. The Klan advanced a program of what it deemed "100 percent 
Americanism," support for law and order, and anti-Catholic, anti-black, and anti-Jewish 
rhetoric and actions. A Denver Klavern was established in 1921 and chapters existed 
throughout the state. The Klan was credited with electing Governor Clarence Morley and 
other officeholders in 1924. The Klan was active in Littleton: historic photographs show 
members attending a funeral at Littleton Cemetery in hooded regalia and press accounts 
describe a parade and speeches staged by Littleton KICK Number 9 in 1926. As the 
Colorado Klan began to disintegrate in the middle 1920s, more than three hundred Littleton 
Klansmen voted on the question of remaining within the Klan structure or following the state 
group's Colorado leader into a new organi7ation.4°  

It was during the 1920s that the team of seasoned publisher Edwin A. Bemis and young 
editor Houstoun Waring brought their combined talents to the Littleton Independent 
newspaper. Bemis, who was born in Littleton in 1887, bought the newspaper after losing 
a 1918 election for Arapahoe County Treasurer and owned it until 1966. He also served as 
the first chairman of the Littleton Planning Commission. Bemis was a leading force in the 
creation of the Littleton Historical Society, served as its president, and was an avid 
photographer of buildings and streetscapes around the city. Bemis died in 1978.41  

George Houstoun "Hous" Waring III was born in Savannah, Georgia, in 1901. He 
commenced his college education at the U.S. Naval Academy, but left after contracting 

'Rocky Mountain News, 9 October 1921. 
"Littleton Independent, 21 September 1989. 
40Littleton Independent, 18 June 1926; Littleton Historical Museum, photograph collection; and Robert 

A. Goldberg, Hooded Empire: The Ku Klux Klan in Colorado (Urbana, Illinois: University of Illinois Press, 
1981), 110. 

'Arapahoe Independent, 27 June 1978. 
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Postwar Suburban Expansion, 1946-Present 

physical size of Littleton's municipal boundary had remained 
War II period saw annexations increase the area of Littleton 
9 square miles. At the same time the city's population rose 
1 in 1990. The tremendous population boom experienced by 
reflected national trends of suburbanization in housing. 

Arapahoe County shared similar growth patterns. To meet the need for expanded services, 
the 1908 Arapahoe County Courthouse in Littleton received a modem, three-story addition 
to its west side in 1949. The simple lines of the blonde brick addition with a projecting 
marble-clad entrance presented a modem appearance to travelers on Main Street. A new 
county jail and sheriff's headquarters were constructed north of the courthouse in 1953.5°  

Major new manufacturing concerns were attracted to Littleton in the postwar period, while 
existing industries continued to operate. Some of the latter firms would eventually close or 
relocate, but the presence of the new firms with large numbers of employees and hefty 
payrolls would soften the blow. Electron, Martin, Johns Manville, OK Tire, Regal Plastics, 
and C.A. Norgren came to Littleton during the postwar period. The larger firms with 
national defense orientations chose bigger sites lying outside the older commercial core of 
Littleton. The Glenn L. Martin Company of Baltimore, Maryland, announced plans to 
consolidate its operations at a new plant near Littleton. The company (later Martin-Marietta) 
was a major aerospace defense contractor. By 1961, Martin employed nearly 14,000 people, 
with many of them choosing to live in Littleton." 

Regal Plastics, Electron, and OK Tire occupied buildings of the Leyner/Ingersoll-Rand 
complex on S. Rio Grande Street. Electron had its origins in 1938, as Animated Products 
Company (APCO) which manufactured electrical and advertising signs. The company, with 
facilities in Denver, became Electron Corporation in 1941 and converted to a machine shop 
operation during World War II. It acquired its Littleton site in 1948 and undertook -a 
substantial expansion in the postwar period.' 

A facility of an altogether different nature came to Littleton in 1950, when the Centennial 
Race Track was created. The thoroughbred horse racing track featured an oval track, 
grandstands, and a large complex of stables. Various Littleton firms benefitted from the 
presence of the track, including feed stores, drug stores which sold veterinary supplies, and 
restaurants and taverns who saw increased sales from racetrack patrons.' 

"Denver Post, 22 November 1953. 
"Rocky Mountain News, 31 August 1994, 44A. 
52

Littleton Historical Museum, "Electron: A Story of Continuing Growth," and other materials on file at 

the Museum. 
'Littleton Independent, 28 March 1991. 
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to a modern suburban community. Martin Marietta, I think, was the biggest factor in the 

change."' 

Figure 11. In 1967 Littleton's Main Street was beautified with concrete 
"umbrellas" and shade trees in planters. The "pods" became the objects of 
public criticism and were removed in the 1980s. SOURCE: Colorado 
Municipalities, 1968. 

The city gained additional public facilities during the 1970s. Of great importance to the 
heritage of Littleton was the creation of the Littleton Area History Museum in 1970 at 6028 
S. Gallup Street. The museum building, which houses display areas, offices, and a 
photographic and documentary archives, was a former residence owned by Vernon Ketring. 
Ketring offered to sell the property to the city in 1969 if funds could be raised. A collection 
of historic buildings, including a working farm, have been moved to the grounds surrounding 
the museum. 65  

What is now the museum building had been designed in 1950 by architect Joseph Marlow 
as a house for D.K. and Isabel Lord. Marlow was born in New York in 1912 and graduated 
from the Washington University School of Architecture in St. Louis. Marlow also designed 
the Title Guarantee Building on W. Littleton Boulevard and the 1951 Joshel House (with his 
wife Louise, a fellow architect) in Denver's Hilltop neighborhood (now listed on the National 
Register). The Marlows work helped popularize the International style, characterized by 

`Denver Post, 25 July 1979. 
'D.K. and Isabel Lord, biographical information, in the files of the Littleton Historical Museum, Littleton, 

Colorado. 
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clean, horizontal lines, in the Denver area.' 

A new Arapahoe County Administration Building was completed in 1977 at 5334 S. Prince 
Street. The long, stepped building with reflective glass and concrete walls was in sharp 
contrast to the original 1908 courthouse. The $3.5 facility building was designed by Erik 
Lundquist and Richard J. Frank and housed such major county offices as the County 
Commissioners, Assessor, Clerk and Recorder, Treasurer, and general administrative 

departments." 

The 1980s and 1990s saw a number of large-scale commercial and residential projects in the 
vicinity of downtown Littleton. With the exception of some apartments in the second stories 
of commercial buildings along Main Street, residential development in the area had 
historically been almost exclusively single family dwellings. Cottonwood Court, a 
condominium complex at 5873 S. Prince St., was the first new housing development in the 
downtown area in twenty years when it was completed in 1980. The development was 
welcomed by city officials who praised its affordability and convenience.' 

Infill development and redevelopment in Littleton during the 1980s included the Hill Street 
Apartments, built along S. Hill Street between W. Berry Avenue and W Powers Avenue in 
1983-84, consisted of five, three-story buildings. Other projects infusing multi-family 
housing into the area included Willow Creek (5891 S. Nevada Street), a similar project at 
5787 S. Nevada Street, Sycamore Gardens (5625 S. Sycamore Street), and Cottonwood 
Court (5873 S. Prince Street). The Libby Bortz Assisted Living Center at 5744 S. Curtice 
covers most of a square block formerly occupied by the main manufacturing facility of the 
Coleman Motor Corporation. Such large, multi-family housing complexes marked a 
departure from historic housing patterns in downtown Littleton. 

The major commercial projects of the 1980s included the Riverfront Festival Center at the 
southwest corner of W. Bowles Avenue and S. Santa Fe Drive and the Shoppes at Little's 
Creek (2400 W. Alamo Avenue). Riverfront was an urban renewal project announced in 
1981 with the Writer Corporation as the redeveloper. The "casually elegant" upscale 
shopping complex failed to draw shoppers and closed in the late 1980s. Plans are currently 
underway to convert the facility to office uses. The Shoppes at Little's Creek were planned 
to contain twenty-five upscale shops and two restaurants. It, too, failed to find a niche and 
the building now houses the West Alamo Center of Arapahoe Community College.69  

Joseph P. Marlow, oral history interview (transcript), in the files of the Littleton Historical Museum, 

Littleton, Colorado, and undated Denver Post clipping. 
"Denver Post, 15 January 1977, 52. 
"Rocky Mountain News, 21 July 1979, 34B. 
'Littleton Independent, 19 June 1986; Denver Post, 23 July 1995; and Rocky Mountain News, 11 

March 1997. 
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Potential Eligible Historic District 

Main Street Historic District 

A potential National Register historic district within the survey area was identified along 
West Main Street from number 2299 through number 2590. A few cross street buildings are 
also included, as the district extends to the alley line on either side of Main Street. The 
district would be eligible under criterion A, for its association with the history of commercial 
development in Littleton, having served as the focus of economic activity in the community 
since its founding. The district would also be eligible under criterion C, for its architecture, 
which represents popular late nineteenth and early twentieth century commercial styles. 

The district contains thirty-three buildings, twenty-three of which are evaluated as 
contributing to the character of the district and ten as noncontributing. Figure 13 shows the 
boundaries of the district (light blue dashed line) and a categorization of resources by 
contributing (red) and noncontributing status (yellow). The alternative of a larger district 
was examined, but the existence of physical barriers, areas lacking in historic integrity, 
discontinuities, and the presence of large areas of parking lots and massing of non-historic 
development made such an option less justifiable under National Register criteria than a 
smaller, more cohesive district. Areas of buildings with many alterations, parking lots, or 
buildings less than fifty years old were excluded where possible from the district. 

The continuous development and redevelopment of Littleton, while providing a vibrant 
economic life for the city, has affected its built environment. The core of historic Littleton 
is representative of the architectural evolution of small towns in the United States and the 
impacts of postwar development. Areas considered for inclusion in the district but ultimately 
excluded included Alamo Street adjacent to the district. Alamo Street was not included as 
part of the district because it contains new construction, parking lots on both sides of the 
street, and altered buildings. The historic residential area north of the commercial district 
was also considered for inclusion. That area was found to contain many buildings with 
substantial alterations, large parking lots, new buildings, and historic buildings which have 
been removed. The area contains several very large modem intrusions. The northern part 
of the northern residential area has buildings which are predominantly not yet fifty years old 
and thus do not qualify for eligibility unless they are exceptionally significant. The western 
end of Main Street was excluded from the district because of missing historic buildings and 
the high level of alteration in existing buildings. 

Noncontributing resources within the district were judged to be those buildings which had 
lost historic integrity through major alterations to their original design. Within the 
downtown district, noncontributing resources included buildings less than fifty years old and 
those which display no historic fabric or have been altered to the extent that their original 
design is no longer discernable. In several cases, the first story of a commercial building 
on Main Street has been altered, but the upper story stills displays original architectural 
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Recent transportation improvements in the survey area have included a railroad depression 
project to put the double railroad track below all street crossings in Littleton. Automobile-
train collisions claiming the lives of Littleton residents dated back to 1915, when Mr. and 
Mrs. William Shellabarger died in such an accident. Longer trains caused considerable 
congestion, delays, and air pollution by the 1980s. 

The Regional Transportation District (RTD) is constructing a light rail line from Mineral 
Avenue northward through Littleton to downtown Denver. A transit station is planned for 
the east end of Main Street. By the turn of the century, downtown Littleton could again 
have a commuter rail link to the Denver Central Business District. Littleton Mayor Dennis 
Reynolds observed in March 1997 that "with light-rail transit now a reality and the highway 
widening project on Santa Fe Drive nearing completion, we believe that the Littleton River 
Valley has the potential to become a major employment center."' 

'Rocky Mountain News, 11 March 1997, 1B. 
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VIII RESULTS 

Types of Resources Surveyed 

The 1997 Historic Buildings Survey of Littleton documented 285 resources within the 
Littleton Townsite of 1890. Nine individual resources within the survey area were evaluated 
as potentially eligible to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places. One potential 
National Register historic district was identified within the survey area. 

Examination of the historic functions of the buildings surveyed revealed that the majority 
were residential in character, including single-family dwellings, apartment buildings, motels, 
and duplex/multi-family buildings. Commercial buildings were also present in the survey 
area, including historic blacksmith shops, office buildings, grocery stores, hardware stores, 
restaurants, drug stores, a telephone exchange, a shopping mall, and a number of buildings 
which housed automobile dealerships or automobile service stations. One park, several 
industrial buildings, a railroad depot and two fraternal lodge buildings were documented. 
Civic and governmental buildings, including the town hall, the city and county offices, the 
courthouse, the post office, and the library, were documented. 

The buildings within the survey area exhibited a wide range of dates of construction, from 
1872 through 1993 (Figure 12). Almost fifteen percent of the resources surveyed were 
erected before 1900. Forty-six percent of the surveyed properties were built between 1900 
and 1945. Almost thirty-nine percent of the buildings included in the survey were erected 
after World War II. The decade which represented the greatest period of construction within 
the survey area was the 1900s, when 21.1 percent of the surveyed resources were built. The 
smallest number of resources within the study area dates to the 1870s, with only three of the 
documented buildings dating to that period. 

The resources within the survey area also represented a wide variety of architectural styles, 
reflecting the area's long period of development and redevelopment. Almost 55 percent of 
the documented buildings displayed no particular architectural style, but reflected vernacular 
construction influenced by local builders and craftsmen. Of the buildings which did 
represent particular styles, the largest group of buildings (13 percent) were those with 
Modern style influences. Other styles frequently found in the survey area were Queen Anne 
(6 percent), Ranch (6 percent), Twentieth Century Commercial (5 percent), and Bungalow 
(3 percent). The study area also includes a number of other popular late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century architectural styles in smaller quantities, including Art Moderne, Classic 
Cottage, Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Edwardian Vernacular, English/Norman Cottage, 
Industrial, Italian Renaissance, Italianate Commercial, and Mission Revival. 
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features. These buildings were considered to be contributing elements of the district. 
Common alterations to buildings within the district include the application of nonoriginal wall 
cladding, alteration of storefronts, and removal of projecting cornices. 

The period of significance for the district is 1886 to 1955, encompassing the oldest building 
in the district and development up to the construction of Woodlawn Shopping Center. The 
National Register criteria state that buildings and districts less than fifty years of age are not 
eligible unless exceptional significance can be demonstrated. Because the erection of 
Woodlawn Shopping Center had such a significant impact on Main Street, the period of 
significance is justifiably extended to 1955. 

The procedure used to define the boundary of the district is discussed in National Register 
Bulletin 21: Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties, which directs that 
boundaries should be selected "that encompass the single area of land containing the 
significant concentration of buildings, sites, structures, or objects making up the district." 
Factors to consider in drawing a district boundary include: 

Visual barriers that mark a change in the historic character of the area or that 
break the continuity of the district, such as new construction, highways, or 
development of a different character. 

Visual changes in the character of the area due to different architectural 
styles, types or periods, or to a decline in the concentration of contributing 
resources. 

Boundaries at a specific time in history, such as the original city limits or 
the legally recorded boundaries of a housing subdivision, estate, or ranch. 

Clearly differentiated patterns of historical development, such as 
commercial versus residential or industrial.' 

Historic Development and Appearance of the Main Street District 

The district includes buildings dating from 1890 through the 1960s.72  The nineteenth 
century buildings within the district were erected of red pressed brick, many with stone 
foundations and trim. These buildings gradually replaced smaller frame structures of 
Littleton's pioneer era and proclaimed the success of their builders through solid construction 
and application of exterior ornament. The south side of the 2400 and 2500 blocks of Main 

'Donna J. Seifert, National Register Bulletin 21: Defining Boundaries for National Register Properties, 
National Park Service, Interagency Resources Division, National Register of Historic Places (Washington: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1995), 12. 

nOne resource erected in 1886 was moved into the district in 1900. 
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Street filled with buildings during the 1890s. The 1890s buildings varied in height from one 
to two stories, with flat roofs, cornices of brick or metal, and generous display windows on 
the first story. The more architecturally distinguished buildings of the nineteenth century, 
such as 2570 West Main St., displayed elements of the Italianate Commercial style, including 
bracketed cornices, segmental arched windows with hood molding, and decorative courses. 
When erected, several of the nineteenth century buildings were considered trendsetting in 
Littleton's business district for their fine architecture and quality of construction. August 
Kauer's 1899 business block at 2500 West Main St. was notable for its transitional design 
by architect Frederick C. Eberley, which featured brick walls with stone trim and second 
story windows enframed with brick molding. 

Several important commercial buildings were completed in the first decade of the twentieth 
century, the busiest period of construction within the district. Regular streetcar service along 
Main Street by the end of 1907 stimulated growth. The competitiveness of commercial 
construction during the era resulted in the addition of some of Littleton's finest architecture. 
The earliest of the buildings erected in the decade, the 1903 Kraft building at 2550 West 
Main St., had much in common with the commercial buildings designed toward the end of 
the previous century, including a brick corbel table and tall, narrow, segmental arched, 
transomed windows. All of the buildings completed within the district during the 1900s were 
two stories in height and composed of brick with stone trim. Adolph Coors pushed Littleton 
architecture further into the twentieth century with the erection of a large business block at 
2489 West Main St. in 1905. The Coors Building was a solid corner edifice, with less 
applied ornament than most of the town's nineteenth century buildings and with features of 
the Commercial style adapted on a modest scale. Large upper story windows were enframed 
with molded brick, a flat roof was crowned with a prominent projecting cornice which 
extended along two street faces, and the design included a cantilevered corner on the 
southwest with inset entrance on the first story. 

A major grouping of buildings completed during the first decade of the twentieth century 
filled in the north side of the 2500 block of West Main Street (2509, 2529-39, 2559, and 
2569-75) and provided the town with a streetwall of substantial, finely crafted commercial 
structures. Three of the buildings were financed by Harry H. Lilley, who was joint investor 
with the First National Bank of Littleton in a corner block with lavishly ornamented cornice 
and cantilevered southeast corner. The building's architectural themes were replicated in two 
subsequent buildings to the west. Like the Coors building, Lilley's buildings also had second 
story windows enframed with molded brick. The fourth building on the block, the 1908 
Batschelet Block at 2569-75 West Main St , was a restrained design crowned by a classical 
cornice. 

Construction within the district resumed after World War I, allowing Littleton to keep pace 
with the latest trends and patterns of commercial development. Newspaper editor Houstoun 
Waring recalled that, in the 1920s as in latter decades, Main Street was a diverse collection 

Historic Buildings Survey, Littleton Townsite of 1890 	 Page 51 



of "one-story and two-story buildings all without harmonious design."' The most 
architecturally significant building in the collection received national attention upon its 
completion in 1920. The Littleton Town Hall was described as the "finest town hall for a 
small American town." The building was designed by architect Jules J.B. Benedict, a 
resident of Littleton who had been selected by the town to design a Carnegie Library of 
similar quality at the west end of Main Street in 1916. The Town Hall's Italian Renaissance 
style was translated into elements such as arcaded entrances and windows with pointed 
arches, a front wall of smooth and ornamented terra cotta, and wrought iron balconets and 
lanterns. The quality of the design focused local civic pride and regional attention on 
Littleton's Main Street. 

An appropriate addition to the Littleton Main Street Historic District following World War 
I was the Ivy W. Hunt car dealership at 2329 West Main St. The large brick building 
conveyed a fashionable, pared down style which emphasized the modern vehicles available 
within. The building's red brick with contrasting white brick, tile, and concrete, and its 
expansive display windows facing Main Street encouraged customers to join the automobile 
age. A second automobile-related building erected within the district was the Sommers Oil 
Company Service Station, 2299 West Main St., which announced its purpose through its 
convenient corner location providing easy access to its gasoline pumps, a projecting one-
story office with carport implying quick service, and a recessed greasing facility for repair 
work. 

Another thoroughly twentieth century development which impacted Main Street after World 
War I was the appearance of the motion picture theater. The finest of Littleton's historic 
movie theaters was the Palm, erected in 1925. The architecture of the Town Hall may have 
influenced the upper story fenestration of the Palm. The building at 2410 West Main St. 
also operated as a movie theater, which survived from the 1920s until the opening of the 
Woodlawn Theater in the Woodlawn Shopping Center six blocks east of downtown in the 
1950s. 

Also erected in 1925, Valore Hardware (at the northeast corner of S. Prince and W. Main) 
reflected popular elements of twentieth century commercial construction in its flat roof, red 
brick walls with white brick trim, and three storefronts with large display windows stretching 
along Main Street. The building's original design, which featured projecting piers and 
parapets, reflected a decidedly Art Deco element. Predictably, the buildings erected during 
the financial downturn of the 1930s were small in scale and represented simplicity in design, 
such as 2516 West Main St. 

No buildings within the district were erected in the 1940s. Two resources were added to the 
district before the erection of the Woodlawn Shopping Center in 1955 siphoned away much 

nHoustoun Waring, Hous's Littleton (Littleton: Littleton Independent, 1981). 
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of Main Street's clientele. An Art Modern style doctors' office with curved corners, panels 
of glass block, architectural tile and buff brick, and a curved hood was completed at 5711 
South Nevada St. in 1951. In 1954, civic leader Ulva C. Thomas erected a one-story buff 
brick building at 2400 West Main St. with a beveled corner facing the intersection. In the 
1960s, two last buildings were added to the district: a sleek one-story corner bank building 
clad with marble at 2409 West Main St. and a small one-story building at 5671 South 
Nevada St. added to the north wall of the historic First National Bank. 

Other Potential Districts 

Geneva Village, constructed in 1964 as a planned retirement complex for hotel workers and 
their wives, is less than fifty years old and must meet National Register Criteria 
Consideration G, which states that a property achieving significance within the last fifty 
years is eligible only if it is of exceptional significance. The question of current eligibility 
of Geneva Village should be determined after comparison of its history and architecture with 
other such complexes in the region and an evaluation of its impact on Littleton's history. 
When the complex reaches fifty years of age, it will be considered potentially eligible to the 
National Register if it maintains its historic integrity. Geneva Village will be significant for 
its historical ties to the International Geneva Association and its development of the housing 
complex. The district will be significant for its representation of 1960s modern style 
retirement home construction and as a representative example of architect Eugene Stemberg's 

work. 

Potential Individually Eligible Resources 

Nine resources within the survey area were evaluated as potentially individually eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (See Figure 2, Surveyed Resources map 

earlier in this report). 

1. 2596 W. Alamo Ave., H.S. Leach Residence, 1889. This ornately detailed Queen Anne 
style cottage is significant as one of the best preserved representatives of its style in 
Littleton. The house was erected by ITS. Leach, miller at the Rough and Ready Mill, who 
lived here for fifteen years. A notable event associated with the house was the first meeting 
of the Littleton Woman's Club there in 1897. 

2. 2255 W. Berry Ave., Geneva Home, c.1920. The International Geneva Association, a 
fraternal and benevolent organization for men employed in the hotel and restaurant business, 
purchased this house from poultry farmer Stuart L Sweet to create a care facility for its 
elderly and incapacitated members, including many with tuberculosis. The organization 
operated this facility from 1927 until 1986. 

3. 5801 S. Curtice St., Coleman Motors Corporation, 1946. This building is associated 

with Coleman Motors, Littleton's largest manufacturer and employer for many years. The 
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company produced several varieties of four-wheel-drive trucks, including fire trucks, military 
vehicles, and highway maintenance vehicles. This building is the last standing facility 
associated with Coleman Motors. 

4. 2489 W. Main St., Coors Building, 1905. One of the finest of Littleton's downtown 
business blocks was erected by Adolph Coors as an investment and housed a number of 
important early businesses, including the Littleton State Bank, the J.B. Byars Dry Goods 
store, and the Littleton Drug Store. The building's architect is significant as representative 
of early twentieth century commercial construction. 

5. 5503 S. Prince St., Duncan Residence, 1908. A good example of the Queen Anne style 
homes erected in Littleton, this residence was erected by Louisa S. Duncan and owned by 
the Duncan family for many years. Among the notable features of the dwelling are the 
decorative shingles, porch spindles and brackets, and bay window. 

6. 5718 S. Rapp St., Weston Masonic Temple, 1921. This building is significant for its 
association with the history of fraternal orders in Littleton, having been erected as the lodge 
for Littleton Masons. The building is significant for its architecture, which displays classical 
elements such as the pediment supported by columns and the molded cornice, as well as the 
decorative terra cotta inserts. 

7. 5777 S. Rapp St., Little/Holmes Residence, 1884/1937, Robert S. Roeschlaub. Designed 
by architect Robert Roeschlaub for Littleton's founder, Richard S. Little, this stone residence 
was one of the few stone buildings in town. The residence was remodeled by Harleigh 
Holmes in 1937 and is significant for its association with Holmes, who invented the front-
wheel-drive axle system and founded Holmes Motor Company, which later became Coleman 
Motors. The house is also significant for its architecture, as a notable representative of the 
English/Norman Cottage style. 

8. 5798 S. Rapp St., Columbine Mercantile Company, 1919-21. This was the grain 
elevator, mill, and warehouse of the Columbine Mercantile Company, founded in 1918. The 
grain elevator was reportedly built to store grain for the Rough and Ready Mill and was the 
only grain elevator in western Arapahoe or Douglas counties at the time of its construction. 
The building is associated with Littleton's agricultural and industrial past and is 
representative of early twentieth century grain storage structures. 

9. 5401 S. Rio Grande St., Denver and Rio Grande Railroad Depot, c. 1875. This building 
was erected by the Denver and Rio Grande railroad and restored by the community in the 
1980s. The building is associated with transportation history in Littleton, having functioned 
as a depot until 1982. It is significant for is architecture, which utilizes Castle Rock rhyolite 
in a design representative of railroad station architecture during the early days of Colorado 
railroading. 
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Other Significant Resources 

The survey area also contains buildings less than fifty years of age which should be evaluated 
for significance once they reach fifty years of age. Because the northern part of the northern 
residential area within the study area is comprised mostly of buildings less than fifty years 

old, it should be re-evaluated when the buildings achieve that age. 

Other buildings within the survey area are not eligible to the National Register but may be 
eligible for state and/or local designation. The following list of Other Significant Resources 
(See Table 3) includes buildings which were found to have significant historical associations 
and/or representative or significant architecture but were not evaluated as eligible to the 

National Register. 
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2575 W. Alamo St. 
2675 W. Alamo St. 
2676 W. Alamo St. 
5639 S. Curtice St. 
5649 S. Curtice St. 
5650 S. Curtice St. 
5859 S. Curtice St. 
2069 W. Littleton Blvd. 
2359 W. Main St 
2379-99 W. Main St. 
2509 W. Main St. 
2569-75 W. Main St. 
2707 W. Main St. 
5522 S. Nevada St. 
5621 S. Nevada St. 
5641 S. Nevada St 
5513 S. Prince St. 
5613 S. Prince St. 
5583 S. Prince St. 
5773 S. Prince St. 
5728 S. Rapp St. 
5878 S. Rapp St. 
5239 S. Rio Grande 
5612 S. Sycamore St. 
5666 S. Sycamore St. 

People's Congregational Church 
Antique Store/The Creamery 
Barrister Building 
Stuart/Warfield Residence 
Louthan Residence 
Comstock/Spotswood Residence 
Maloney Residence 
Arapahoe County Courthouse 
Homewood Furniture Store/Palm Theater 
Valore Hardware 
Andy Marquez/First National Bank of Littleton 
Fritter's Cafe/Batchelet Building 
Carnegie Library 
Noyes/Dodge Residence 
Murrell/Prescott Residence 
Iris Cafe 
Shellabarger Residence 
Wilson Residence 
Bantek 
Post Office 
Three Chimneys/Hill General Store 
Montgomery Residence 
Lager-Scott Advertising/Regal Plastics 
Buckley Residence 
Franzen Residence 

TABLE 3 

OTHER SIGNIFICANT RESOURCES 
LITTLETON, COLORADO, SURVEY AREA, 1997 

Street Address 
	

Building Name 
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IX. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The surveyors recommend that the following projects be undertaken to continue the 
recognition and protection of Littleton's historic resources: 

1. 	The survey of Littleton's historic resources should be continued in 
order to provide complete documentation of the city's historic 
properties. Residential areas lying east of the railroad tracks on either 
side of Littleton Boulevard would be logical areas for additional survey 
work. 

The individual buildings and districts identified herein as eligible 
should be nominated to the National Register of Historic Places if 
owner interest in such recognition exists. 	Buildings of local 
significance not meeting National Register criteria should be 
considered for nomination as state or local landmarks. 

3. The City of Littleton should continue to educate property owners about 
the history of their neighborhoods and significant neighborhood 
landmarks to encourage an understanding and appreciation of the built 
environment and stimulate the desire to preserve the historic integrity 
of their buildings. The future publication of walking tour brochures, 
particularly for the commercial area, should be encouraged. 
Homeowners should be encouraged to research the histories of their 
properties and to add to the information compiled by this survey. 

4. Littleton residents should continue to be encouraged to contribute 
historic photographs and other documents which shed light on the 
history of the city and its buildings to the Littleton Historical Museum 
for public access and preservation. Funds for projects which would 
increase the organisation and accessibility of historical information 
should be sought. 

5. Public agencies should be encouraged to donate documents to 
appropriate archival repositories which may be useful to future 
researchers of Littleton's built environment. City building permits (for 
new construction, additions, or alterations) or county assessor real 
property appraisal cards (with photographs) are examples of such 
documents. 

6. The information resulting from this survey should be placed in a public 
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repository where citizens can consult it to learn more about their 
properties and where it will be preserved for future generations. 
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APPENDIX 1 

LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 
SURVEYED RESOURCES 

Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
	 Indiv. Contrib. 

ID No. 	Address 
	 Elig. 	Status 	Building Name 

Yes 

Yes 

5AH1175 
5AH1176 
5AH1177 
5AH179 
5AH1178 
5AH1179 
5AH1180 
5AH181 
5AH1181 
5AH182 
5AH1182 
5AH1183 
SAHIBS 
SAHIBS 
5AH187 
5AH1184 
5AH1398 
5AH1185 
5AH1186 
5AH729 
5AH1187 
5AH1188 
SAH1189 
5AH1190 
5AH1191 
5AH1192 
5AH1193 
5AH1194 
5AH1195 
5AH1196 
5AH1197 
5AH1198 

2400 W ALAMO AVE 
2505 W ALAMO AVE 
2506 W ALAMO AVE 
2516-38 W ALAMO AVE 
2545 W ALAMO AVE 
2555 W ALAMO AVE 
2566-76 W ALAMO AVE 
2575 W ALAMO AVE 
2595 W ALAMO AVE 
2596 W ALAMO AVE 
2606 W ALAMO AVE 
2626 W ALAMO AVE 
2675 W ALAMO AVE 
2676 W ALAMO AVE 
2677 W ALAMO AVE 
2686 W ALAMO AVE 
2100 W BERRY AVE 
2200 W BERRY AVE 
2255 W BERRY AVE 
2305 W BERRY AVE 
2306-16 W BERRY AVE 
2356 W BERRY AVE 
2700 W BOWLES AVE 
2453 W CHURCH AVE 
2530 W CHURCH AVE 
2594 W CRESTLINE AVE 
5419 S CURTICE ST 
5430 S CURTICE ST 
5439 5 CURTICE ST 
5449 S CURTICE ST 
5469 S CURTICE ST 
5489 S CURTICE ST 

West Alamo Center-Arap. Comm. College 
Cornerstone Gallery of Fine Art 
Sisters' Espresso 

Elliott's Cleaners 
Frankie's Travel Center 

Roylewood Flower Shop 

Chiropractic Center of Littleton 

Antique Store 
Barrister Building 
Antiques 

Hill Street Apts. 

Littleton Center 
Geneva Lodge, Geneva National Home 

City Deli, Abundant Garden, On Time Prnt 
Columbine Ambulance 
HP Marketing 
Light Touch Chiropractic, Natural Health 
River View Family Dental 
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APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1231 5649 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1232 5650 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1233 5661 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1234 5675 S CURTICE ST Roof Top Gardens 
5AH1235 5730 S CURTICE ST Wood Perspectives 
5AH1236 5749 S CURTICE ST B.P.O. 	Elks #1650 
5AH1237 5765 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1238 5789 S CURTICE ST Colors! Art Gallery 
5AH1239 5801 S CURTICE ST Yes Denver Machine Tool Inc. 
5AH1240 5829 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1241 5844 S CURTICE ST Libby Bortz Assisted Living 
5AH1242 5847 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1243 5850 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1244 5859 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1245 5860 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1246 5869 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1247 5869 S CURTICE ST 	(backlot hs.) 
5AH1248 5870 S CURTICE ST The Focal Point 
5AH1249 5880 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1251 5889 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1250 5889 S CURTICE ST (alley 

building) 
5AH1252 5508 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1253 5527 S HILL ST 
5AH1254 5537 S HILL ST 
5AH1255 5538 S HILL ST 
5AH1256 5548 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1257 5557 S HILL ST 
5AH1258 5558 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1259 5577 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1260 
5AH730 

5587 S HILL ST 
2069 W LITTLETON BLVD 

Anderson Bakery Equipment, 
Arapahoe County Courthouse 

Inc. 



APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
	

Indiv. Contrib. 
ID No. 	Address 
	 Elig. 	Status 

	
Building Name 

5AH1261 
5AH1262 
5AH1263 
5AH1264 
5AH1265 
5AH1266 
5AH1267 
5AH1268 
5AH1269 
5AH1270 
5AH1271 
5AH1272 
5AH1273 
5AH1274 
5AH1275 
5AH1276 
5AH161 
5AH1277 
5AH1278 
5AH1279 
5AH1280 
5AH1281 
5AH1282 
5AH1283 
5AH1284 
5AH1285 
5AH1286 
5AH1287 
5AH1288 
5AH1289 
5AH1290 
5AH1291 

2200 W MAIN ST 
2259 W MAIN ST 
2299 W MAIN ST 
2329 W MAIN ST 
2340 W MAIN ST 
2350 W MAIN ST 
2359 W MAIN ST 
2376 W MAIN ST 
2379-99 W MAIN ST 
2400 W MAIN ST 
2409 W MAIN ST 
2410 W MAIN ST 
2420 W MAIN ST 
2430-40 W MAIN ST 
2439 W MAIN ST 
2449-55 W MAIN ST 
2450 W MAIN ST 
2460-70 W MAIN ST 
2485 W MAIN ST 
2489 W MAIN ST 
2490 W MAIN ST 
2500 W MAIN ST 
2509 W MAIN ST 
2516 W MAIN ST 
2529-39 W MAIN ST 
2530 W MAIN ST 
2546 W MAIN ST 
2550 W MAIN ST 
2559 W MAIN ST 
2560-64 W MAIN ST 
2569-75 W MAIN ST 
2570 W MAIN ST 

Bega Park 
Monty Nuss Beef Jerkey 
Centennial Vacuum and Sewing 
LittleTown 
Lester Sitter/Out West Properties 
Experience Software (vac. now) 
Homewood Furniture Store 
Bell, Book, and Candle Shoppe 
Valore Hardware 
Thomas Building 
Colorado Business Bank 
Family Bar and Restaurant 
Jose's Restaurant 
Abbott Building 
Hansen Brothers Printing 
Veto's Shoe Repair/Marty's Barber Shop 
Town Hall Arts Center 
Main Street Golf/Littleton Hair Care 
Seasons-A Better Idea Interiors (east) 
Seasons 
Littleton Liquor Store/Sinton's Barber 
Antiques Vintage 
The Andy Marquez Gallery 
Two Potters 
David Taylor Dance, Hannum Studios 
Winners Circle 
Greener Pastures 
Colorado Stained Glass 
Red Tiger 
Chocolates By Mary Carol 
Fritter's Cafe/Remember When Antiques 
Woods N' Stitches 

C 
C 

C 

C 
C 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 

Yes 
	C 

NC 
C 

Yes 
	

C 
NC 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
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APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH199 
5AH1321 
5AH1322 

5542 S NEVADA ST 
5592 S NEVADA ST 
5500 BLOCK S NEVADA ST (ODD) 

St. Mary's School 
St. 	Mary's School 	(west part) 

5AH1323 5601 S NEVADA ST 
5AH205 5602 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1324 5611 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1325 5612 S NEVADA ST Mile High Memorials 

5AH193 5621 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1326 5621 S NEVADA ST (alley 

bldg.) 
5AH198 5631 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1327 5641 S NEVADA ST Iris Cafe 

5AH1328 5671 S NEVADA ST NC Marjorie Stark & Assocs., LLS 

5AH1329 5711 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1330 5721 S NEVADA ST Lautenbach Insurance 

5AH1331 5787 S NEVADA ST Apartments 

5AH784 5800 S NEVADA ST Steel Brothers, ACC Nev St Cen 

5AH1332 5852 S NEVADA ST 
5AH731 5862 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1333 5872 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1334 5891 S NEVADA ST South Creek Apartments 

5AH1335 2217 W POWERS AVE Western Environmental and Ecology, 	Inc. 

5AH1336 2248 W POWERS AVE 
5AH1337 2450 W POWERS AVE 
5AH1338 5334 5 PRINCE ST Arapahoe County Administration Building 

5AH1339 5401 S PRINCE ST Prince Street Building 

5AH1340 5423 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1341 5433 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1342 5443 S PRINCE ST Jim Shoup Insurance 

5AH1347 5444 S PRINCE ST (#1-4) Geneva Village-Units 1-4 

5AH1344 5444 S PRINCE ST (#5-9) Geneva Village-Units 5-9 

5AH1343 5444 S PRINCE ST (#10-12) Geneva Village-Units 10-12 



APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1345 5444 S PRINCE ST (#14-16) Geneva Village-Units 14-16 & Rec. Room 
5AH1346 5444 S PRINCE ST (#17-21) Geneva Village-Units 17-21 
5AH1350 5444 S PRINCE ST (#22-24) Geneva Village-Units 22-24 
5AH1349 5444 S PRINCE ST (#25-26) Geneva Village-Units 25 & 26 
5AH1348 5444 S PRINCE ST (#27-29) Geneva village-Units 27-29 
5AH1351 5444 S PRINCE ST (clocktower) Geneva Village Clock Tower 
SAH1352 5463 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1353 5483 S PRINCE ST 
SAHIBS 5503 S PRINCE ST Yes 
5AH1354 5504 S PRINCE ST 
5AH189 5513 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1355 5514 S PRINCE ST 
5AH190 5523 S PRINCE ST 
SAH1356 5524 S PRINCE ST Bridge House 
SAH191 5533 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1357 5543 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1358 5553 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1359 5554 5 PRINCE ST 
5AH1360 5563 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1361 5564 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1362 5583 S PRINCE ST Bantek 
5AH1363 5594 S PRINCE ST Center for Inner Initiative 
5AH1364 5603 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1365 5613 S PRINCE ST Unique Development 
5AH1366 5623 S PRINCE ST MAXM 
5AH1367 5624 S PRINCE ST Littleton Academy of Hair Design 
5AH1368 5654 S PRINCE ST LittleTown Apartments 
5AH1369 5663 S PRINCE ST Littleton Cleaners, 	Prince St. Bingo 
5AH1370 5664 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1371 5734 S PRINCE ST BankOne 
5AH1372 5734 S PRINCE ST (drive-in BankOne Drive Up 	(vac.) 

bank) 

INIBMONNINIIIIIMMIlall•1111111111111111•11111•111011111111111111O A Ma Offilll 



UM NM IS a MIN MI 111011 OM MO NM OM I= MI MO MO a a 

APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH281 
5AH783 
5AH1373 

5753 S PRINCE ST 
5833 S PRINCE ST 
5873 S PRINCE ST 

U.S. 	Post Office-Littleton 

Cottonwood Court 
5AH1374 5708 S RAPP ST Littleton Electric 
5AH1375 5718 S RAPP ST Yes Weston Masonic Temple 
5AH236 5728 S RAPP ST Three Chimneys/Natural Surroundings 
5AH1376 5757 S RAPP ST 
5AH1377 5767 S RAPP ST 
5AH1378 5776 S RAPP ST Beauty Enhancements 
5AH235 5777 S RAPP ST Yes CapWest Securities 	(Little House) 

5AH1379 5784 S RAPP ST Mason Co. 
5AH1380 5788 S RAPP ST Tri-County Glass, 	Inc. 

5AH1381 5797 S RAPP ST State Farm Insurance, 	Foothills Roof Svc 

5AH195 5798 S RAPP ST Yes Columbine Mill Brewery 
5AH197 5807 S RAPP ST Rapp Street Apartments 
5AH1362 5807 S RAPP ST (backlot bldg 

on South) 
Rapp Street Apartments 

5AH1383 5807 S RAPP ST (backlot bldg 
on North) 

Rapp Street Apartments 

5AH1384 5808 S RAPP ST Little Creek 	(ofcs.) 
5AH1385 5808 S RAPP ST (garage) Little Creek Garage Bldg. 
5AH1386 5827 S RAPP ST Enterprise Construction, 	Inc. 
5AH1387 5848 S RAPP ST 
5AH1388 5858 S RAPP ST 
5AH1389 5868 S RAPP ST 
5AH196 5878 S RAPP ST 
5AH1390 5898 S RAPP ST J.E. 	Sato & Assocs. 
5AH176 5101 S RIO GRANDE ST Electron 
5AH1392 5239 S RIO GRANDE ST Western United Corp. 
5AH1394 5241 S RIO GRANDE ST Lager-Scott Advertising 
5AH1395 5243 S RIO GRANDE ST Exhibit Technology, 	Inc. 

5AH1391 5251 S RIO GRANDE ST (rear-A) Regal Plastics 



APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1393 
5AH255.1 
5AH1396 
5AH1397 

5251 
5401 
5589 
5599 

S RIO GRANDE ST (NW-B) 
S RIO GRANDE ST 	 Yes 
S RIO GRANDE ST 
S RIO GRANDE ST 

Regal Plastics 
Denver & Rio Grande Depot 
Littleton Auto Service 

5AH1399 5600 BLOCK S RIO GRANDE ST RTD Waiting Shelter 
(odd side of street) 

5AH1400 5320 S SANTA FE DR Patio Liquors 
5AH1401 5350 S SANTA FE DR Hickory Baked Ham, Riverbend Restaurant 
5AH1402 5390 S SANTA FE DR Essex House Motel 
5AH1403 5810 S SANTA FE DR Evergreen Motel 
5AH1404 5858 S SANTA FE DR McDonald's Restaurant 
5AH1405 5890 S SANTA FE DR Texaco Service Station & Service Center 
5AH1406 5500 S SYCAMORE ST Talbot Building 
5AH202 5525 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1407 5535 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1408 5546 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1409 5556 S SYCAMORE ST Flags Unlimited 
5AH1410 5566 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1411 5575 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1412 5586 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1413 5595 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1414 5596 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1415 5606 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1416 5612 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1417 5616 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1418 5625 S SYCAMORE ST Sycamore Gardens 	(south bldg.) 
5AH1419 5625 S SYCAMORE ST Sycamore Gardens 	(north bldg.) 
5AH1420 5626 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1421 5636 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1422 5645 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1423 5646 S SYCAMORE ST Comet Press 
5AH1424 5652 S SYCAMORE ST 
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APPENDIX 1 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in Street Address Order 

State 	 Indiv. Contrib. 
ID No. 	Address 	 Elig. 	Status 	Building Name 

5AH1425 	5656 S SYCAMORE ST 
SAH180 	5666 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1426 	5686 S SYCAMORE ST 	 C 	Oasis Lounge 

NOTES: A "yes" in the "Indiv. elig." field indicates that a property is evaluated as individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places; an "NRL" means that the property is presently listed in the NRHP. For properties within a historic district, "Contrib.?" indicates whether or not 

each is a contributing (C) or noncontributing (NC) resource within the Littleton Main Street Historic District. 



APPENDIX 2 

LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 
SURVEYED RESOURCES 

Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH161 
5AH176 
5AH179 

2450 W MAIN ST 
5101 S RIO GRANDE ST 
2516-38 W ALAMO AVE 

Yes 	C Town Hall Arts Center 
Electron 

5AH180 5666 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH181 2575 W ALAMO AVE 
5AH182 2596 W ALAMO AVE Yes 
5AH185 2675 W ALAMO AVE Antique Store 
5AH186 2676 W ALAMO AVE Barrister Building 
5AH187 2677 W ALAMO AVE Antiques 
5AH188 5503 S PRINCE ST Yes 
5AH189 5513 S PRINCE ST 
5AH190 5523 S PRINCE ST 
5AH191 5533 S PRINCE ST 
5AH192 5522 S NEVADA ST 
5AH193 5621 S NEVADA ST 
5AH195 5798 S RAPP ST Yes Columbine Mill Brewery 
5AH196 5878 S RAPP ST 
5AH197 5807 S RAPP ST Rapp Street Apartments 
5AH198 5631 S NEVADA ST 
5AH199 5542 S NEVADA ST 
5AH200 5512 S NEVADA ST 
5AH202 5525 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH205 5602 S NEVADA ST 
5AH234 2707 W MAIN ST Melting Pot Restaurant 
5AH235 5777 S RAPP ST Yes CapWest Securities 	(Little House) 
5AH236 5728 S RAPP ST Three Chimneys/Natural Surroundings 
5AH255.1 5401 S RIO GRANDE ST Yes Denver & Rio Grande Depot 
5AH281 5753 S PRINCE ST U.S. 	Post Office-Littleton 
5AH689 5639 S CURTICE ST 
5AH729 2305 W BERRY AVE Yes Geneva Lodge, Geneva National Home 
5AH730 2069 W LITTLETON BLVD Arapahoe County Courthouse 
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 
Address 	 Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH731 
5AH783 
5AH784 
5AH1175 
5AH1176 
5AH1177 
5AH1178 
5AH1179 

5862 
5833 
5800 
2400 
2505 
2506 
2545 
2555 

S NEVADA ST 
S PRINCE ST 
S NEVADA ST 
W ALAMO AVE 
W ALAMO AVE 
W ALAMO AVE 
W ALAMO AVE 
W ALAMO AVE 

Steel Brothers, ACC Nev St Cen 
West Alamo Center-Arap. Comm. College 
Cornerstone Gallery of Fine Art 
Sisters' 	Espresso 
Elliott's Cleaners 
Frankie's Travel Center 

5AH1180 2566-76 W ALAMO AVE 
5AH1181 2595 W ALAMO AVE Roylewood Flower Shop 

5AH1182 2606 W ALAMO AVE Chiropractic Center of Littleton 

SAH1183 2626 W ALAMO AVE 
5AH1184 2686 W ALAMO AVE 
5AH1185 2200 W BERRY AVE 
5AH1186 2255 W BERRY AVE Littleton Center 

5AH1187 2306-16 W BERRY AVE 
5AH1188 2356 W BERRY AVE 
5AH1189 2700 W BOWLES AVE City Deli, Abundant Garden, On Time Prnt 

5AH1190 2453 W CHURCH AVE Columbine Ambulance 

5AH1191 2530 W CHURCH AVE HP Marketing 

5AH1192 2594 W CRESTLINE AVE Light Touch Chiropractic, Natural Health 

5AH1193 5419 S CURTICE ST River View Family Dental 
5AH1194 5430 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1195 5439 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1196 5449 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1197 5469 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1198 5489 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1199 5490 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1200 5499 S CURTTCE ST 
5AH1201 5500 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1202 5509 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1203 5510 S CURTICE ST 



APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1204 5519 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1205 5520 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1206 5529 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1207 5530 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1208 5539 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1209 5540 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1210 5549 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1211 5550 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1212 5559 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1213 5560 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1214 5564 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1215 5569 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1216 5570 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1217 5579 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1218 5580 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1219 5589 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1220 5590 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1221 5595 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1223 5599 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1224 5600 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1225 5609 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1226 5610 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1227 5619 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1228 5629 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1229 5630 S CURTICE ST Good Shepherd Lutheran Home 
5AH1230 5640 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1231 5649 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1232 5650 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1233 5661 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1234 5675 S CURTICE ST Roof Top Gardens 
5AH1235 5730 S CURTICE ST Wood Perspectives 
5AH1236 5749 S CURTICE ST B.P.O. 	Elks #1650 
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

Indiv. 
Elig. 

Contrib. 
Status Building Name 

5AH1237 5765 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1238 5789 S CURTICE ST Colors! Art Gallery 
5AH1239 5801 S CURTICE ST Yes Denver Machine Tool Inc. 
5AH1240 5829 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1241 5844 S CURTICE ST Libby Bortz Assisted Living 
5AH1242 5847 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1243 5850 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1244 5859 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1245 5860 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1246 5869 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1247 5869 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1248 5870 S CURTICE ST The Focal Point 
5AH1249 5880 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1250 5889 S CURTICE 

building) 
ST (alley 

5AH1251 5889 S CURTICE ST 
5AH1252 5508 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1253 5527 S HILL ST 
5AH1254 5537 S HILL ST 
5AH1255 5538 S HILL ST 
5AH1256 5548 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1257 5557 S HILL ST 
5AH1258 5558 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1259 5577 S HILL ST Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1260 5587 S HILL ST Anderson Bakery Equipment, 	Inc. 
5AH1261 2200 W MAIN ST Sega Park 
5AH1262 2259 W MAIN ST Monty Nuss Beef Jerkey 
5AH1263 2299 W MAIN ST C Centennial Vacuum and Sewing 
5AH1264 2329 W MAIN ST C LittleTown 
5AH1265 2340 W MAIN ST Lester Sitter/Out West Properties 
5AH1266 2350 W MAIN ST Experience Software 	(vac. now) 
5AH1267 2359 W MAIN ST C Homewood Furniture Store 



APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
	 Indiv. Contrib. 

ID No. 	Address 
	 Elig. 	Status 

	
Building Name 

5AH1268 
5AH1269 
5AH1270 
5AH1271 
5AH1272 
5AH1273 
5AH1274 
5AH1275 
5AH1276 
5AH1277 
5AH1278 
5AH1279 
5AH1280 
5AH1281 
5AH1282 
5AH1283 
5AH1284 
5AH1285 
5AH1286 
5AH1287 
5AH1288 
SAH1289 
5AH1290 
5AH1291 
5AH1292 
5AH1293 
5AH1294 
5AH1295 
5AH1296 
5AH1297 
5AH1298 
5AH1299 

2376 W MAIN ST 
2379-99 W MAIN ST 
2400 W MAIN ST 
2409 W MAIN ST 
2410 W MAIN ST 
2420 W MAIN ST 
2430-40 W MAIN ST 
2439 W MAIN ST 
2449-55 W MAIN ST 
2460-70 W MAIN ST 
2485 W MAIN ST 
2489 W MAIN ST 
2490 W MAIN ST 
2500 W MAIN ST 
2509 W MAIN ST 
2516 W MAIN ST 
2529-39 W MAIN ST 
2530 W MAIN ST 
2546 W MAIN ST 
2550 W MAIN ST 
2559 W MAIN ST 
2560-64 W MAIN ST 
2569-75 W MAIN ST 
2570 W MAIN ST 
2580 W MAIN ST 
2589 W MAIN ST 
2590 W MAIN ST 
2600 W MAIN ST 
2609 W MAIN ST 
2629 W MAIN ST 
2630 W MAIN ST 
2646 W MAIN ST 

Bell, Book, and Candle Shoppe 
Valore Hardware 
Thomas Building 
Colorado Business Bank 
Family Bar and Restaurant 
Jose's Restaurant 
Abbott Building 
Hansen Brothers Printing 
Veto's Shoe Repair/Marty's Barber Shop 
Main Street Golf/Littleton Hair Care 
Seasons-A Better Idea Interiors (east) 
Seasons 
Littleton Liquor Store/Sinton's Barber 
Antiques Vintage 
The Andy Marquez Gallery 
Two Potters 
David Taylor Dance, Hannum Studios 
Winners Circle 
Greener Pastures 
Colorado Stained Glass 
Red Tiger 
Chocolates By Mary Carol 
Fritter's Cafe/Remember When Antiques 
Woods N' Stitches 
Joli's 
Jet Bar 
Creator Mundi 
Penny Robin Dancewear 
Merle's Alignment Service 
S.J. Stewart Building 
Main Street Cutters 

C 
C 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
NC 
C 

Yes 
	

C 
NC 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
NC 
C 
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1300 2650-70 W MAIN ST 
Vantech (east part) 

Wheels of Fortune 
5AH1301 2659 W MAIN ST 

Bradford Auto Body, 

5AH1302 2676 W MAIN ST Vintage 	[Part] 
Lawn Center 

5AH1303 2679 W MAIN ST 
Valley Feed and 

Center 	(rear bldg.) 
5AH1304 2679 W MAIN ST 

Valley Feed & Lawn 
Inc. 

5AH1305 2699 W MAIN ST 
Elling & Assocs., 

5AH1306 5402 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1307 5412 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1308 5422 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1309 5432-42 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1310 5452-62 S NEVADA ST by Eloise 
SAH1311 5471 S NEVADA ST 

The Patio-Hair Styling 

5AH1312 5472 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1313 5481 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1314 5491 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1315 5492 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1316 5501 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1317 5502 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1318 5511 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1319 5521 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1320 5532 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1321 5592 S NEVADA ST St. Mary's School 

5AH1322 5500 BLOCK S NEVADA ST (ODD) St. Mary's School 	(west part) 

5AH1323 5601 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1324 5611 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1325 5612 5 NEVADA ST. Mile High Memorials 

SAH1326 5621 S NEVADA ST (alley 
bldg.) 

5AH1327 5641 S NEVADA ST Iris Cafe 
Assocs., 	LLS 

5AH1328 5671 S NEVADA ST NC Marjorie Stark & 

5AH1329 5711 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1330 5721 S NEVADA ST 

Lautenbach Insurance 



APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1331 5787 S NEVADA ST Apartments 
5AH1332 5852 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1333 5872 S NEVADA ST 
5AH1334 5891 S NEVADA ST South Creek Apartments 
5AH1335 2217 W POWERS AVE Western Environmental and Ecology, 	Inc. 
5AH1336 2248 W POWERS AVE 
5AH1337 2450 W POWERS AVE 
5AH1338 5334 S PRINCE ST Arapahoe County Administration Building 
5AH1339 5401 S PRINCE ST Prince Street Building 
5AH1340 5423 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1341 5433 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1342 5443 S PRINCE ST Jim Shoup Insurance 
5AH1343 5444 S PRINCE ST (#10-12) Geneva Village-Units 10-12 
5AH1344 5444 S PRINCE ST (#5-9) Geneva Village-Units 5-9 
5AH1345 5444 S PRINCE ST (#14-16) Geneva Village-Units 14-16 & Rec. Room 
5AH1346 5444 S PRINCE ST (#17-21) Geneva Village-Units 17-21 
5AH1347 5444 S PRINCE ST (#1-4) Geneva Village-Units 1-4 
SAH1348 5444 S PRINCE ST (#27-29) Geneva Village-Units 27-29 
5AH1349 5444 S PRINCE ST (#25-26) Geneva Village-Units 25 & 26 
5AH1350 5444 S PRINCE ST (#22-24) Geneva Village-Units 22-24 
5AH1351 5444 S PRINCE ST (clocktower) Geneva Village Clock Tower 
5AH1352 5463 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1353 5483 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1354 5504 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1355 5514 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1356 5524 S PRINCE ST Bridge House 
5AH1357 5543 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1358 5553 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1359 5554 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1360 5563 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1361 5564 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1362 5583 S PRINCE ST Bantek 
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1363 
5AH1364 
5AH1365 
5AH1366 
5AH1367 
5AH1363 
5AH1369 

5594 S PRINCE ST 
5603 S PRINCE ST 
5613 S PRINCE ST 
5623 S PRINCE ST 
5624 S PRINCE ST 
5654 S PRINCE ST 
5663 S PRINCE ST 

Center for Inner Initiative 

Unique Development 
MAXM 
Littleton Academy of Hair Design 
LittleTown Apartments 
Littleton Cleaners, Prince St. Bingo 

5AH1370 5664 S PRINCE ST 
5AH1371 5734 S PRINCE ST BankOne 
5AH1372 5734 S PRINCE ST (drive-in 

bank) 
BankOne Drive Up 	(vac.) 

5AH1373 5873 5 PRINCE ST Cottonwood Court 
5AH1374 5708 S RAPP ST Littleton Electric 
5AH1375 5778 S RAPP ST Yes Weston Masonic Temple 
5AH1376 5757 S RAPP ST 
5AH1377 5767 S RAPP ST 
5AH1378 5776 S RAPP ST Beauty Enhancements 
5AH1379 5784 S RAPP ST Mason Co. 
5AH1380 5788 S RAPP ST Tri-County Glass, 	Inc. 
5AH1381 5797 S RAPP ST State Farm Insurance, 	Foothills Roof Svc 
5AH1382 5807 S RAPP ST (backlot bldg 

on South) 
Rapp Street Apartments 

5AH1383 5807 S RAPP ST (backlot bldg 
on North) 

Rapp Street Apartments 

5AH1384 5808 S RAPP ST Little Creek 	(ofcs.) 
5AH1385 5808 S RAPP ST Little Creek Garage Bldg. 
5AH1386 5827 S RAPP ST Enterprise Construction, 	Inc. 
5AH1387 5848 S RAPP ST 
5AH1388 5858 S RAPP ST 
5AH1389 5868 S RAPP ST 
5AH1390 5898 S RAPP ST J.F. 	Sato & Assocs. 
5AH1391 5251 S RIO GRANDE ST (rear-A) Regal Plastics 



APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 
ID No. Address 

	

Indiv. 	Contrib. 

	

Elig. 	Status Building Name 

5AH1392 
5AH1393 
5AH1394 
SAH1395 
5AH1396 
5AH1397 

5239 
5251 
5241 
5243 
5589 
5599 

S 
S 
S 
S 
S 
S 

RIO GRANDE ST 
RIO GRANDE ST (NW-B) 
RIO GRANDE ST 
RIO GRANDE ST 
RIO GRANDE ST 
RIO GRANDE ST 

Western United Corp. 
Regal Plastics 
Lager-Scott Advertising 
Exhibit Technology, 	Inc. 
Littleton Auto Service 

5AH1398 2100 W BERRY AVE Hill Street Apts. 
5AH1399 5600 BLOCK S RIO GRANDE ST RTD Waiting Shelter 

(Odd side of street) 
5AH1400 5320 S SANTA FE DR Patio Liquors 
5AH1401 5350 S SANTA FE DR Hickory Baked Ham, Riverbend Restaurant 
5AH1402 5390 S SANTA FE DR Essex House Motel 
5AH1403 5810 S SANTA FE DR Evergreen Motel 
5AH1404 5358 S SANTA FE DR McDonald's Restaurant 
5AH1405 5890 S SANTA FE DR Texaco Service Station & Service Center 
5AH1406 5500 S SYCAMORE ST Talbot Building 
5AH1407 5535 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1408 5546 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1409 5556 S SYCAMORE ST Flags Unlimited 
5AH1410 5566 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1411 5575 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1412 5586 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1413 5595 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1414 5596 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1415 5606 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1416 5612 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1417 5616 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1418 5625 S SYCAMORE ST Sycamore Gardens 	(south bldg.) 
5AH1419 5625 S SYCAMORE ST Sycamore Gardens 	(north bldg.) 
5AH1420 5626 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1421 5636 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1422 5645 S SYCAMORE ST 
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APPENDIX 2 (Con't.) 
LITTLETON HISTORIC BUILDINGS SURVEY, 1997 

SURVEYED RESOURCES 
Sorted in State Identification Number Order 

State 	 Indiv. Contrib. 
ID No. 	Address 	 Elig. 	Status 	Building Name 

5AH1423 	5646 S SYCAMORE ST 	 Comet Press 
5AH1424 	5652 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1425 	5656 S SYCAMORE ST 
5AH1426 	5686 S SYCAMORE ST 	 C 	Oasis Lounge 

NOTES: A "Yes" in the "Individually eligible" indicates that a property is evaluated as individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places; an "NRL" means that the property is presently listed in the NRHP. For properties within a historic district, "Contrib.?" indicates whether or not 
each is a contributing (C) or noncontributing (NC) resource within the Littleton Main Street Historic District. 
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